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PREFACE. 


Tue substance of this small volume appeared first in 
the Southern Presbyterian Review for October, 1884. 
With the advice and approval of judicious friends it is 
thrown now, after a few changes and some enlargement, 
into its present form, in the hope that a more general 
circulation may be of some service to the cause of truth. 
In the Zeview the main attempt was to give, in brief, 
simple, and positive form, what is conceived to be the 
clear, didactic teaching of the New Testament touching 
the whole subject of our Lord’s Coming. This is still 
the aim of these pages ; hence the part which appeared 
in the /veview is retained very much in its original shape 
and style, the additional matter being, for the most part, 
thrown into short chapters at the close of the volume. 
In only one of these, and by way of contrast, has the 
author departed from an affirmative attitude. 

In a busy pastorate of more than thirty years, the 
Coming of the Lord, though never a hobby, has never- 
theless been a subject of thought and of some research. 
Indeed, it is so prominent in the New Testament that it 
is difficult to see how any Bible student can overlook or 
undervalue the investigation of it. In some form or 
other it is constantly before us as a special ground of 
hope and comfort to the Church, and of instructive 
warning to all. 
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And yet, in its comprehensive nature and bearings, 
there is reason to fear that it is neither understood 
nor studied as its importance demands. This is owing in 
part perhaps to the supposed mystery that hangs around 
it, and in part also, no doubt, to the crude errors and 
extravagances of many who have tried to unfold it. 

The present writer does not flatter himself with the 
idea that he has made any new discoveries, or that he 
ean discern the truth more clearly than others. All he 
pretends to say is that, as the result of thought and read- 
ing, the subject has assumed, to his own mind, a form 
of great simplicity and clearness, such as he had scarcely 
dared to hope for, and such as he has not met with in 
any author he has consulted. This short, simple, and 
positive view he has tried to embody in the following 
pages. 

No one, it is believed, can fail to see just what he 
holds and why he holds it. He has not thought it either 
logical or wise to begin at the latter end of the subject and 
diseuss it backward, by inquiring whether the Coming is 
to be pre or postmillennial—time and nature of the 
alleged millennium being among the main issues in- 
volved—but has begun at the beginning, in Matthew, 
not in the last chapters of the Apocalypse, with the in- 
quiry, What do the Scriptures teach as tothe Coming 
itself, with its relations to the whole gospel scheme ? 
The inductive is always the wisest and surest method of 
investigation, as well as the most philosophical. Step 
by step, therefore, from the first announcement to the 
end, he has tried to trace the subject through its various 
and progressive phases until the survey should become 
complete and exhaustive. How far he has succeeded 
must be left for others to decide. 
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INTRODUCTION. 


PREMILLENARIANS, in dealing with this subject, are 
generally very positive in their statements. They do 
not always agree with each other, but they all see clearly, 
~ and are very decided notwithstanding. With admirable 
point, if not correctness, they sometimes bring the dis- 
cussion down to a sort of mathematical diagram, illus- 
trating the subject before the eye as well as submitting 
it to the understanding. For this they are to be com- 
mended. ‘Truth is a positive thing, and the faith that 
cannot be positively stated and defended is not worth 
having. 

Those who reject their views have not always, per-— 
haps, been equally famous in this regard. They have © 
dealt rather in criticism and objection than in the posi- 
tive statement of what they hold to be true. This is an 
easy method of conducting the discussion, but it is not 
satisfactory. If a given theory be shown to be encum- 
bered with unanswerable difficulties, the other side may 
still need elucidation and proof. The apostolic motto,’ 
‘‘ By manifestation of the truth commending ourselves 
to every man’s conscience,’’ contains the true method of 
argumentation. 

With but slight attention, therefore, to other theories 
and interpretations, it is proposed to give in these pages 
what we hold to be the plain and positive teaching of 
Scripture on this subject. The truth will vindicate it- 
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self ; and we are fully persuaded that the mind of the 
Spirit may be as clearly discerned and as positively for- 
mulated on this as on any other point. 

In presenting it, our Saviour and His apostles employ 
various forms of expression, such as coming, cometh, 
will come, come again, come quickly, appear, appear- 
ing, reveal, revelation, day of the Lord, that day, day 
of visitation, at the door, draweth nigh, etc. These are 
so numerous, and are used with such solemn emphasis, 
that the subject is kept constantly prominent as one of 
abiding and overwhelming importance. ‘Twenty verses 
out of every hundred, it is alleged, refer to it in some 
form or other. Beyond all question, our Lord intended 
that it should occupy a large place in the thoughts of 
mankind as well as in the affections of His people. 
Above all others, perhaps, it seems to be the truth by 
which He would comfort the Church and warn the 
world. To understand it correctly is therefore in the 
highest degree important and salutary. 

Before inquiring into the New Testament aspects of 
the doctrine of His coming or into the usage of the 
above terms as there presented, let us consult the Old 
Testament Scriptures for a moment, that we may see 
what was the usage of the Spirit in the earliest times. 
Beginning with Gen. 11: 5, and scattered all the way 
through to the very last verse of Malachi, we have such 
language as the following: ‘‘ The Lord came down to 
see the city’ (Ex. 20:24). ‘In all places where I 
record my name I will come unto thee and I will bless 
thee’? (2 Sam. 22:10, 11). ‘*‘ He bowed the heavens 
also and came down, and darkness was under His feet. 
He rode upon a cherub and did fly ; and He was seen 
upon the wings of the wind’? (Joel 2:1). ‘‘ For the 
day of the Lord cometh, for it is nigh at hand ”’ (Zeph. 
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1: 14).- ‘The great day of the Lord is near, it is 
near.’ * 

These, with the marginal references just given, are by 
no means all the instances in which such language is 
used. Whoever will take the trouble to consult his 
Concordance will probably be surprised to see how such 
phrases abound in the Old Testament. From the very 
day when God visited Adam in the Garden to the close 
of the volume the appearance of the Lord, the coming 
of the Lord, the nearness of His coming, at the door, at 
hand, drawing nigh—all these are among the most 
familiar representations concerning the Most High. 
The Israelites had these pregnant utterances from the 
beginning, and were accustomed to look, wait, pray for, 
or dread the event which they portrayed. Times with- 
out number the Lord came to them, appeared among 
them or for them, visited them in mercy or in wrath. 
Their enemies trembled at His coming, and fled away in 
confusion. The very idols were moved at His presence, 
and fell prostrate before Him. 

The strength and explicitness of these utterances, too, 
as well as the frequency and the latitude with which 
they are employed, are worthy of special notice. ‘‘ He 
bowed the heavens and came down, and darkness was 
under His feet. He rode upon a cherub and did fly, 
and He was seen upon the wings of the wind.” ‘‘I 
will come up into the midst of thee in a moment and 
will consume thee’? (Ex. 83:5). Nothing stronger or 
more explicit is found anywhere. And yet no one sup- 
poses for a moment that any personal or visible coming 
is denoted by such language. It is clearly providential 


* See also Ex. 33:5; Ps. 50:3; 80:2; 144: 5; Isa. 2:125;10: 


Bran. O. Os OTE 265 2s) 3b. ep 64d oY Micah «3. 0 503.405 
Mal. 4 : 6. 
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and spiritual in its bearing. No specific form or time of 
coming is described. The history abundantly shows 
that the Lord came when He had some special design to 
accomplish, whenever His people sought Him aright, 
abode with them while they walked in His ways, de- 
parted from them when they forsook His law, and re- 
turned again in waking up the spirit of penitence or in 
visiting them for their sin. In other words, according 
to Old Testament usage, the coming of the Lord is a 
generic event. Any special visitation of mercy or of 
judgment is @ coming, a day, a great day, a terrible 
day of the Lord, as the Spirit chose to designate. God 
Himself encouraged the people with the promise, or 
warned them with the threat, of His coming. They 
longed for it or dreaded it according to their circum- 
stances. The idea of it entered constantly into their 
prayers and songs, and was a chief element of their 
hopes and fears. All this lies on the very surface of the 
record, too plainly to be overlooked or denied, and has, 
as we believe, an important bearing on the correct un- 
derstanding of the whole subject. 

Coming now to the New Testament, where these 
forms of expression so greatly abound, the reasonable 
presumption is that they are here used very much in the 
same sense. Our Lord and His apostles were imbued in 
mind and spirit with the Jewish Scriptures. So, for the 
most part, were the people whom they addressed. It 
would be exceedingly natural, therefore, to say the least, 
that when employing the same or similar terms they 
should use them in the familiar signification. Such we 
believe is actually the fact, as will appear in the sequel. 
This much, at any rate, may be fairly concluded in ad- 
vance, that the mere employment of such terms does not 
necessarily involve the idea of a personal coming, or 
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show that they apply to one specific event, any more’ 
than it did under the old dispensation. ‘The sense in 
which they are used, as under the former economy, is to 
be determined in each separate instance by the connec- 
tion in which they are found and by the analogy of the 
whole. In the neglect of this, or rather in the quiet but 
groundless assumption of their substantial uniformity of 
reference to a single and definite form of coming, we 
have the first grand mistake of premillenarians. They 
see only one thing fn all these utterances, as appears in 
almost all their writings. Want of discrimination here 
is the main source of embarrassment on the whole sub- 
ject. 

Without laying undue stress, however, on the above 
presumption, we pass now to the examination of what 
was said to the early Church by its founders. If we 
mistake not, there is a distinct line of truth, at once 
simple, clear, consistent, and comprehensive, running 
through the New Testament, which may be readily pre- 
sented under three general propositions. 


THE COMING OF THE LORD. 


CHAPTER I. 


I. THE INTRODUCTION AND ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GOSPEL 
DISPENSATION IS PRESENTED AS THE COMING OF THE 
SON OF MAN. 


Tue first allusion of our Lord to the subject of His 
coming again is in these words: ‘‘ Ye shall not have 
gone over the cities of Israel till the Son of man be 
come’’ (Matt. 10 : 23). He was sending out the twelve 
to ‘* preach the gospel of the kingdom,” which John the 
Baptist and He Himself also had declared to be ‘‘ at 
hand.’’ He had forbidden their going ‘‘ into the way of 
the Gentiles” or ‘‘into any city of the Samaritans.”’ 
He had limited them to ‘‘ the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel,” and, so far as the record shows, makes His first 
allusion to a future coming in the words above. What- 
ever the advent here announced may be, it was to be an 
accomplished fact before they had gone over the small 
territory of Palestine or were at liberty to preach the 
gospel to the Gentiles. The impossibility of denying 
this will be still more apparent under the next proposi- 
tion ; but for the present this one unequivocal declara- 
tion is sufficient. There was to be a true and real com- 
ing of the Son of man within that generation. Surely, 
literalism can desire nothing plainer or more certain.* 


* The effort to parry the force of this verse by laying emphasis on 
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In what way was this coming to be realized? Turn- 
ing forward to the next allusion (Matt. 16 : 18, and to 
the parallel passages, Mark 9:1 and Luke 9: 27), we 
have light. ‘‘ Verily I say unto you, There be some 
standing here, which shall not taste of death, till they see 
the Son of man coming im Lis kingdom.’’ ‘* There be 
some of them that stand here, which shall not taste of 
death, till they have seen the kingdom of God come with 
power.’’ ‘‘ There be some standing here, which shall 
not taste of death, till they see the kingdom of God.” 
Beyond all question these four varying forms of expres- 
sion refer to and describe the same event, and are 
mutually explanatory of each other. To ‘‘ see the king- 
dom of God’’ (Luke) was to ‘‘see the Son of man 
come’’ (Matthew). If ever there was a case in which 
Scripture explains Scripture it is found here. 

But what is meant by ‘‘ the kingdom of God” which 
the men of that generation were to see? The gospel 
dispensation undoubtedly. Daniel foretells it when he 
says, ‘‘In the days of these kings shall the God of 
heaven set up a kingdom.’’? John the Baptist announces 
it when, as the herald before the King, he cries, ‘‘ The 
kingdom of heaven is at hand.’? The idea underlies and 
runs all through the parables. In Luke 9 : 2 it is said, 
“* Tle sent them to preach the kingdom of God ;” and in 
verse 6, ‘‘ They departed and went through the towns 
preaching the gospel.”” To preach the gospel was to 


the original word for ‘* gone over’’—i.¢., finished, or completed, and 
then claiming that their work is not yet “ finished,’’ is too puerile to 
need serious refutation. It is, however, but a sample both of the 
straits in which premillenarians find themselves and of the explana- 
tory criticisms to which they are compelled to resort. Beginning 
with this initial text they are, as we shall see, similarly beset all 
through the New Testament. 
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preach the kingdom. To see and receive the gospel was 
to see and receive the kingdom. UHence the Saviour 
says, ‘‘ Since the days of John the Baptist the kingdom 
of God is preached, and every man presseth into it.”’ 
Believing souls actually saw it, entered it, the moment 
they accepted Him. Precisely in the same sense our 
missionaries carry the kingdom with them when they go 
to the heathen, and those who accept their message ‘‘ see 
the Son of man come,’’ ‘‘see the kingdom come with 
power,’’ enter into it, and are partakers of its privileges 
and blessings. What the apostles saw in their day all 
succeeding ages have witnessed. This simple and natu- 
ral interpretation is forced upon us by the passages in 
question. ‘They need no gloss or violence to make them 
intelligible, nor can any such thing, however ingenious, 
wrest them from their true import. Torture itself can- 
not twist them into anything else that will bear scrutiny. 

Nor was it simply once, and for that age, that the Son 
of man thus came. The idea is generic. It was to in- 
augurate a great and blessed system, according to which 
He has been ‘‘ coming in His kingdom”’’ ever since, and 
will continue to come until the dispensation is ended. 
The prayer which He put into the mouth of the disci- 
ples, ‘‘ Thy kingdom come,’’ is precisely to this import. 
They were to see and enter it themselves, then pray and 
labor for its advancement, as all succeeding generations 
have been permitted and required to do. The great 
missionary work of the Church is but the effort to em- 
body and carry out this grand enterprise. 

An illustration of the whole subject may be drawn 
from the planting and growth of our national republic. 
With the destruction of the tea in Boston Harbor, the 
battle of Bunker Hill, and the mutterings of discontent 
all over the land, it might have been said, The birth of 
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anew nation is at hand. It was said, in substance, by 
leading minds in both hemispheres. Many of our fathers 
anxiously awaited its appearance, praying and expecting 
to see it before tasting death. Nor were they disap- 
pointed. Soon the happy vision was granted. With 
the Declaration of Independence and the successful issue 
of the war that followed, they saw the young republic 
set up—were part and parcel of it themselves. It was 
the same republic then as now, though not so fully de- 
veloped. It has stood unchanged, yet advancing, ever 
since. Every agitation from without or from within, as 
well as the peaceful, patriotic efforts of the citizens, has 
but caused its roots to strike deeper into the soil and its 
branches to spread wider over the surface. With true 
principles of human liberty, and with almost unlimited 
territory to be occupied, it has opened its doors to the 
world. Accepting the invitation, the people have come 
from the east and from the west, from the north and 
from the south, and have entered into the inheritance, 
enlarging the nation, but not changing its identity. 
Thus the republic came at the beginning and has been 
coming ever since. May its shadow never grow less! 

So with the kingdom of God. It was set up by the 
Lord of Glory Himself. The disciples saw it in their 
day. The people entered it in throngs in their time. It 
has stood unchanged and yet advancing on the whole 
ever since. It has levelled down mountain barriers, 
leaped over troubled oceans, lifted up the slaves of sin, 
broken off the shackles of bondage, and brought to light 
the brotherhood of men under ‘*‘ the King of kings.” 
It has come and is still coming ‘‘in power and great 
glory.” No weapon that is formed against it shall 
prosper. 

With great confidence we plant our feet here. Re- 


THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE GOSPEL. Le 


jecting the premillennial advent entirely, we at the same 
time deny also that the overthrow of Jerusalem, or the 
final judgment, taken separately or combined, constitute 
‘*the coming of the Lord’’ in any special or exclusive 
sense. The prime ground idea of the whole subject is 
the inauguration and administration of the gospel king- 
dom, of which these are only parts. We-insist on this 
with special emphasis (and we beg the reader to reconsider 
the proof that has been adduced), because it is the 
Saviour’s first presentation of the subject of His coming, 
and because it is in reality the key to the whole ques- 
tion. He gets but a one-sided and partial view who 
overlooks or denies it. This administration embraces 
everything, and is no more personal and visible in its 
later than in its earlier stages, until the time of the end. 
It is now in progress. ‘‘ There was given Him domin- 
ion and glory and a kingdom, that all people, nations, 
and languages should serve Him: His dominion is an 
everlasting dominion which shall not pass away, and His 
kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.’’ ‘‘ Of the 
increase of His government and peace there shall be no 
end.’’ Hence He says: ‘‘ The Father . . . hath com- 
mitted all judgment to the Son.”? ‘‘I am alive for- 
evermore, and have the keys of hell and of death,” 

In assuming the functions of this administration He 
came. The precise moment or method we pretend not 
to fix ; but they who saw the kingdom set up saw the 
Son of man come. In the discharge of these functions 
He is ‘‘ Head over all things to the Church, which is His 
body.”? From Him ‘‘all the body by joints and bands 
having nourishment ministered, and knit together, in- 
creaseth with the increase of God.’? This is the king- 
dom and the administration against which the gates of 
hell shall not prevail. Glorious things are spoken of it. 
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Prophecy, promise, parable, and doctrine alike do tra- 
vail in setting forth its nature and its career. ‘* And the 
kingdom and dominion and the greatness of the king- 
dom under the whole heaven shall be given to the people 
of the saints of the Most High.”? ‘‘ It cometh not with 
observation ;’? but ‘‘ He must reign till He hath put all 
enemies under His feet.’’ 

In further confirmation of what has been said, it is 
worthy of notice that the beloved John opens his great 
Apokalupsis by condensing the entire dispensation into 
a single sentence—‘‘ The Revelation of Jesus Christ.” 
This refers not to a particular and definite incident, but 
covers the whole period of the mediatorial administra- 
tion, and gives the key-note not only of this mysterious 
book, but of all history as well. It is all a revelation of 
Jesus, who has gone ‘‘ forth conquering and to con- 
quer ;’’ and who, while opening the seals as the ages roll 
along, is challenging the universe to ‘‘ come and see.”’ 

As coincident with these views, the prophetic glimpses 
of His kingdom are worthy of notice. In these He is 
constantly presented in a twofold character—z.e., as a 
mighty Conqueror, and yet a mild and peaceful Prince 
winning His way by gentle and spiritual agencies. In 
the former aspect the strongest martial language is em- 
ployed. ‘* Thou shalt break them with a rod of iron ; 
thou shalt dash them in pieces like a potter’s vessel.”’ 
‘‘ He shall judge among the heathen, He shall fill the 
places with the dead bodies ; He shall wound the heads 
over many countries.’’ ‘‘I will tread down the people 
in mine anger, and make them drunk in my fury, and I 
will bring down their strength to the earth.’’ In the 
latter aspect, *‘ He shall not cry, nor lift up, nor cause 
His voice to be heard in the streets. A bruised reed 
shall He not break, and the smoking flax shall He not 
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quench: He shall bring forth judgment unto truth.”’ 
‘* He shall be called . . . the Prince of Peace. Of the 
increase of His government and peace there shall be no 
end, upon the throne of David, and upon His kingdom, 
to order it, and to establish it with judgment and with 
justice from henceforth even forever.” 

How are these almost contradictory aspects of His 
kingdom to be reconciled? Some seem to think that 
they pertain to different dispensations, as though the 
Prince of Peace were now trying the latter method, 
which will not be successful, and will therefore come in 
person at some future day to set up His kingdom asa __ 
mighty temporal ruler. Not so, however, do we under- 
stand the matter. In our apprehension, these aspects of 
His kingdom have a contemporaneous existence. So it 
was under the old dispensation. Providence and grace 
wrought together in delivering the people from bondage 
and bringing them into the land of promise. Even so 
also under the present dispensation is Jesus raising up 
and casting down the nations according to His mighty 
power, and at the same time binding up the broken- 
hearted, proclaiming liberty to the captives, and the 
opening of the prison to them that are bound. This He 
is doing all the while. As Canon Farrar pointedly asks, 
‘Is not all history one long vast commentary on these 
great prophecies? In the destinies of nations and of 
races has not-the Christ returned again and again to de- 
liver and to judge ?”’ 

In this, the primary and comprehensive sense of the 
terms, the contemporaries of our Lord saw ‘‘ the Son of 
man come in power and great glory.’’ In this sense He 
is now visible to the faith of the Church, and is carrying 
forward His glorious kingdom which, in its inauguration, 
development, and close, is to constitute the grand drama 


20 THE COMING OF THE LORD. 


of the world’s history. ‘‘ For as the lightning that 
lighteneth out of one part under heaven, shineth unto 
the other part under heaven ; so shall also the Son of 
man be in His day.” This is true of His administration 
as a whole, as well as of its final scenes. Terrible judg- 
ments and amazing mercies, fearful desolations and glo- 
rious reorganizations, have marked His pathway ; and 
_ even greater things than these are perhaps to be expected 
in the future. How soon [is mediatorial reign will end, 
or in what precise condition He will find the Church and 
the world when He comes in person to wind up the 
affairs of earth, has not been revealed. The glowing 
language of Scripture may well excite our highest hopes, 
and move us to press on most earnestly in our efforts to 
possess the world for Christ ; for ‘* He shall not fail nor 
be discouraged till He have set judgment in the earth : 
and the isles shall wait for His law.” * 

These views of the mediatorial reign of Christ pervade 
the entire volume of inspiration. Believing this to be 
true, it is an overwhelming objection to the premillen- 
nial theory that it disparages the present dispensation, 
and denies to our Lord Jesus Christ, for the present at 


* There will undoubtedly be a general, prolonged, and glorious 
triumph of the gospel ; but in our view the Scriptures do not teach 
that the time will ever come when all the world will be truly pious. 
There will be tares with the wheat until the end. In what propor- 
tion we pretend not to say, but sufficient, alas! to account for and to 
explain all that is revealed concerning the Jatter days. We utterly 
demur, therefore, when premillenarians, as they so often do, define a 
millennium to suit themselves, and then argue from it that no such 
state is to precede the coming of the Lord. The whole doctrine of 
the millennium needs elucidation. Resting, as it does, in the popu- 
lar conception, mainly on a single obscure passage of Scripture, it 
certainly cannot be made the basis of argument or the criterion for 
determining the meaning of other Scripture, the intent of which is 
plain and obvious. 
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least, His kingdom and His kingship. Doctors Demarest 
and Gordon, in their ‘‘ Christocracy,”’ p. 24, tell us ex- 
plicitly, ‘‘ Our blessed Redeemer came, at His first 
advent, as Priest, to offer up His spotless human nature 
for man’s redemption ; at His second advent His mission 
will be, as King, to begin, continue, and accomplish the 
removal of all evil.’’ This, if we mistake not, is the 
common belief with their school. Christ is not King as 
yet, nor will He be until He comes personally to assume 
the throne of David in Jerusalem. Then He will 
‘* begin” to be King! What they make of the present 
dispensation one can scarcely say. A. witness-bearing 
age, to save a few comparatively and condemn the re- 
mainder, seems to be the prevalent idea. But where is 
Jesus meanwhile? Like Mary, :we can only say, ‘* They 
have taken away the Lord, and we know not where they 
have laid Him.’’ In our estimation, the gravity of this 
error, at war as it is with the whole tenor of Scripture, 
can scarcely be over-stated. It contradicts the faith of 
Christendom, and, should it become general, must ener- 
vate the Church. 


CHAPTER ILI. 


II UNDER THIS DIVINE AND KINGLY ADMINISTRATION OF 
THE GOSPEL, ANY SPECIAL MANIFESTATION OF MERCY OR 
WRATH, WHETHER PROMISED, THREATENED, OR ACTUALLY 
OCCURRING, TO FRIEND OR FOE, IS SPOKEN OF AS THE 
COMING OF THE LORD. 


Ir is here especially that the congruity of the Old and 
New Testament is most strikingly manifest. In Ex. 
20 : 24 God says to Moses, ‘‘ In all places where I record 
my name I will come unto thee and I will bless thee.” 
Here a merciful and spiritual coming, undoubtedly, is 
promised, not to Moses only, but to all sincere worship- 
pers. Wherever an acceptable altar should be erected, 
there the Lord engaged to come and bless. In precise 
accordance with this, the Saviour (John 14:18) says to 
His disciples: ‘‘ I will not leave you comfortless : I will 
come to you.” That this is a promise of spiritual pres- 
ence or coming will not be questioned. He makes it also 
generic by saying (verse 23), ‘‘ If a man ’’—~. e., if any 
man, ‘* love me, he will keep my words: and my Father 
will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our 
abode with him.’’ The Church of every age and coun- 
try, understanding the promise in this sense, has incor- 
porated this ‘‘ blessed hope’’ into her very being. In 
the longings of her heart she has cried out for His com- 
ing, and has praised Him for the oft-repeated fulfilment 
of His gracious words. 

Take another passage of the same nature, Rev. 3 : 20, 
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‘* Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man 
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in to 
him, and will sup with him, and he with me.’’ This, of 
course, can be understood only in a spiritual and generic 
sense. To how many millions the Lord has thus come, 
and how unspeakably precious His visitations have been, 
who can tell? Have God’s people been mistaken in 
their apprehension of these spiritual comings ? 

His providential coming also is presented in the same 
light. In Ex. 33:5 it is thus written: ‘‘ Say unto the 
children of Israel, Ye are a stiff-necked people. I will 
come up into the midst of thee in a moment, and con- 
sume thee.’’ This fearful threatening of speedy punish- 
ment for sin, although given in the most positive lan- 
guage, was not realized, because the people repented. 
But the nature of the coming spoken of is obvious. In 
other places these providential visitations are to be viewed 
as merciful rather than punitive, or perhaps as both com- 
bined. Ps. 144:5, 6: ‘‘ Bow thy heavens, O Lord, 
and come down: touch the mountains, and they shall 
smoke. Cast forth lightning, and scatter them : shoot 
out thine arrows, and destroy them.’’ Isa. 64:3: 
‘* When Thou didst terrible things which we looked not 
for, Thou camest down, the mountains flowed down at 
thy presence.”’ Thus Jehovah constantly revealed Him- 
self to Israel. 

Take now, in comparison, the following utterances of 
our Lord, Rev. 2:5, 16 and 3:3: ‘* Remember there- 
fore from whence thou art fallen, and repent, and do the 
first works ; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and 
will remove thy candlestick out of his place.’? ‘* Re- 
pent; or else I will come unto thee quickly, and will 
fight against thee with the sword of my mouth.” ‘‘ If 
therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as 
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a thief, and thou shalt not know what hour I will come 
upon thee.’”? Surely, none can fail to see that the com- 
ing here spoken of is of the same providential nature as 
that announced to the Jews. It was simply a threat of 
punishment for sin, for which they were to watch as for 
a thief in the night. The fulfilment depended on their 
conduct. If they repented, He would not come ; if they 
persisted in sin, He would and that speedily. 

The threatening language above quoted was addressed 
to three of the seven churches of Asia. The correspond- 
ing message to another (‘‘ Behold, I stand at the door,”’ 
etc.), we have already noticed. To two other of these 
churches he says (Rev. 2:25): ‘‘ But that which ye 
have already hold fast till 1 come.” Rev. 3:11: ‘‘ Be- 
hold, I come quickly: hold fast that which thou hast, 
that no man take thy crown.’’ These encouraging 
words stand in precisely the same relation as the threat- 
enings which, as we have seen, are clearly providential 
and spiritual. We submit, therefore, that they must be 
understood in the same way. This is required by the 
analogy, and is confirmed also by the corresponding 
message to the other one of the seven, Rev. 2:10: ‘* Be 
thou faithful wnto death, and I will give thee a crown of 
life.’ Nothing is said here of ‘‘ coming ;’? but mani- 
festly the reward promised at death stands in the place 
of that connected with His coming to the others. Death, 
therefore, involving in it providential removal and spir- 
itual blessing, is to the members of this church the com- 
ing of the Lord. In none of these instances is there any 
reference to a personal advent. All the seven are alike 
warned or comforted with the assurance of speedy retri- 
bution. And this being true, what reason is there to 
believe that in the closing chapter of this book, where 
similar language is employed and where the aged apostle 
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cries out, ‘‘ Even so, come, Lord Jesus,’’ a personal and 
visible advent is intended ? Certainly there is no neces- 
sity for so believing. ‘To do so is contrary to the anal- 
ogy of the book, and, at best, can be viewed as only an 
assumption—an assumption by no means uncommon in 
the premises. 

The examples thus far adduced are amp!y sufficient to 
sustain the proposition now under consideration. So far 
as its truthfulness, therefore, is concerned, we might rest 
here, but the discussion would not be complete without 
the examination of Matt. 24 with the parallel passages in 
Mark 13 and Luke 21. What view or views of our 
Lord’s coming do these chapters contain ? 

First of all, let it be particularly noted that the whole 
discussion grows out of the intimation of an impending 
providential visitation. ‘* Seest thou these great build- 
ings ? there shall not be left one stone upon another that 
shall not be thrown down.’’ This is the starting-point 
with each of the evangelists ; and on their inquiring, 
‘¢ When shall these things be?’ He proceeds to unfold 
to them the doctrine of His coming. Now, on the pre- 
millennial theory that His coming is to be in a personal 
and visible form, which even yet, after the lapse of eigh- 
teen centuries, has not taken place, what connection had 
that with the overthrow of these buildings? Why a 
question about the latter should lead Him to enlarge on 
the former, we fail to see. Onthe theory we are advocat- 
ing, however, it is perfectly natural and logical that, 
beginning with the impending ruin of ‘* these build- 
ings,’’? He should proceed to enlighten them on the whole 
subject. And in our judgment this is precisely the 
course He takes. He cautions them at the outset against 
the delusion of believing His personal coming to be very 
near. ‘‘ Take heed that ye be not deceived ; for many 
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shall come in my name, saying, I am Christ; and the 
time draweth near; go ye not therefore after them.”’ 
He assures them that His providential coming, in the 
overthrow of these buildings, shall soon take place ; for 
they were to see ‘* the abomination of desolation stand- 
ing where it ought not.’’ He inculcates, moreover, the 
broad truth, that over individuals and nations such visi- 
tations are always hanging. ‘‘ Be ye also ready, for in 
such an hour as ye think not the Son of man cometh.”’ 
And then He teaches that finally He will appear in per- 
son to wind up the series in the judgment of good and 
bad. All this is woven into His discourse in mingled or 
alternate threads, and stands out distinctly in a compre- 
hensive view of the whole. 

Again : admitting, as we certainly do, that a personal 
and visible advent is contained in these chapters, it is 
impossible to understand it in the premillennial sense. 
That sense is, that on Hisappearance He is to assume a 
literal throne in Jerusalem, is to usher in His kingdom 
by the resurrection of vast multitudes, the terrible over- 
throw of wicked nations, and the gathering of the dis- 
persed Jews to their native land ; that at His ascension 
the disciples were left under the imperative impression 
that He might come any day or hour for these purposes ; 
and that they were required, therefore, to be constantly 
watching and waiting for His return. Now, we say it is 
impossible to interpret these chapters as teaching or 
authorizing the expectation of such a coming, for the 
obvious reason that a series of events, which, as they 
could not fail to see, must require very considerable de- 
lay, is interjected. When they approached Him ‘* pri- 
vately, saying, ‘Tell us when shall these things be ? and 
what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of the end of 
the world ?”’ He answers, ‘‘ Take heed that no man de- 
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ceive you. For many shall come in my name, saying, 
I am Christ: and shall deceive many. And ye shall 
hear of wars and rumors of wars: see that ye be not 
troubled ; for all.these things must come to pass, but the 
end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines 
and pestilences and earthquakes in divers places. All 
these are the beginning of sorrows. ... Many false 
prophets shall arise and deceive many. ... And this 
gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in all the world 
for a witness unto all nations; and then shall the end 
come.’’? That intelligent men, in the face of all this, 
should have expected His personal return in the premille- 
narian sense, at any day or hour, is past our comprehen- 
sion or belief. That our Lord should have intended 
them so to understand Him is, to us, utterly incredible. 
In fact, we see not how it is possible for our premil- 
lennial brethren now to believe their own theory. The 
‘*man of sin,” if we understand them aright, is to be a 
person. He is to have great prominence and power : 
‘Whom the Lord shall consume with the spirit of His 
mouth, and shall destroy with the brightness of His com- 
ing.’? Of this wonderful person we are told, ‘‘ He is 
‘ The prince that shall come,’ who shall confirm a cove- 
nant with many of the Jews for one heptad, or the last 
seven years of Israel’s history, and in the midst of the 
heptad, or at the end of twelve hundred and sixty days, 
or forty and two months, or a time and times and the 
dividing of time He shall begin His terrible persecution. 
He shall exalt Himself and magnify Himself 
above every god, and shall speak marvellous things 
against the God of gods, and shall prosper till the indig- 
nation be accomplished.’’ * Has this ‘* man of sin’’ yet 
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been revealed? If so, where is he? If not, how can 
that coming, which is to consume him, be expected any 
day or honr? Is he ‘‘ possibly’’ to arise, run his course, 
and be destroyed ina day? Still further : most of them, 
if we mistake not, expect the return of the Jews to their 
own land before the advent. Bishop Nicholson, in his 
address before the New York Council in 1878, pointing 
to chapter and verse, tells us: ‘* There will be two dis- 
tinct stages in the process of their gathering: the first 
before the great Epiphany of the Lord Jesus, the sec- 
ond after it; the first partial, the second complete.” 
Has this first gathering yet taken place? If so, when ? 
If not, how he or any others agreeing with him can ex- 
pect the return of our Lord any day or hour, we cannot 
see. 

Again, whatever is or is not included in the coming 
here spoken of, it is impossible to understand or inter- 
pret these chapters as teaching only His personal and 
visible advent. By each of the three evangelists it is 
said, ‘* Verily I say unto you, This generation shall not 
pass till all these things be fulfilled.’’ This includes His 
coming as part of ‘‘all these things’? which were to 
transpire within that generation. True, the effort is 
sometimes made to make ‘‘ generation’’ equal the human 
race, or the Jewish race, thus giving the whole period of 
human or Jewish existence as the time within which 
‘‘all these things’? shall occur. Others try, by some 
sort of critical legerdemain, to separate ‘‘ the coming of 
the Son of man’’ from “‘ all these things,” as though the 
former were not embraced in the concise and compre- 
hensive words of our Lord. Both these expedients show 
the straits of the system, and are utterly inadmissible. 
The language is too explicit. And beside, if such vio- 
lence could be accepted, the difficulty would not be re- 
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moved. For in several other places, as we have already 
shown, where no such gloss is possible, the same thing is 
stated as to the proximity of His coming. Matt. 10 : 23 
and 16:28: ‘‘ Verily I say unto you, Ye shall not have 
gone over the cities of Israel till the Son of man be 
‘ecome.” ‘‘ Verily I say unto you, There be some stand- 
ing here which shall not taste of death till they see the 
Son of man coming in His kingdom.’? Mark and Luke 
re-echo the same sound. Surely, no one can fail to see 
that again and again, with a “‘ verily’’ every time, His 
coming within that generation is positively affirmed. 
No ingenuity of man can cover it up or explain it away. 
The criticism that can elude it can do anything that the 
support of a pet theory may demand. The jargon that 
has been made out of these simple declarations, under 
the straits of a theory, is as unnecessary as It is unavail- 
ing and inadmissible. If language has any meaning, 
there must be a true and legitimate sense in which His 
words were verified to that generation. What is that 
sense? Canon Farrar, in his ‘* Life of Christ,’’ puts it 
thus: ‘‘ It is evident that Jesus turned the thoughts of 
the disciples to two horizons, one near and one far off, 
as he suffered them to see one brief glimpse of the land- 
scape of the future. The boundary line of either hori- 
zon marked the winding up of an atoov, the ovyréhera 
aiavos; each was a great réhos or ending ; of each it 
was its that the then existing yevea—first in its literal 
sense of ‘ generation ’ and then in its wider sense of race 
—should not pass away until all had been fulfilled. And 
the one was a type of the other; the judgment of Jeru- 
salem ‘followed by the establishment of the visible 
Church on earth foreshadowed the judgment of the 
world and the ey aes of Christ’s kingdom at a 
second coming.’ 
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Like many of the prophecies which describe David 
and Christ, or Zion and the Church, in the same terms, 
these chapters set, forth at least a double coming. If it 
be objected that the expression, ‘‘ Then shall they see 
the Son of man coming in a cloud with power and great 
glory,’’ was not fulfilled at the destruction of Jerusalem, 
we answer: /zrst, who knows what was seen on that 
fearful occasion? Secondly, in each of the narratives 
the language in question precedes the solemn declaration 
that ‘‘ all these things’? should be witnessed by that gen- 
eration, and therefore must have been fulfilled in some 
sense. Zhirdly, the mingled description of the two 
events in the same phraseology does not necessarily 
imply that all the features of the one are found in the 
other. Fourthly, Old Testament usage may at least 
justify the question, Is a visible appearing necessarily 
involved in the language here employed? ‘* He rode 
upon a cherub, and did fly ; and He was seen upon the 
wings of the wind’”’ (2 Sam. 22:11). Was this a per- 
sonal and visible appearing of Jehovah? So with the 
words in question. They may or may not have been 
literally fulfilled as to visibility in that generation ; but 
that one coming of our Lord must have occurred at that 
time is beyond question. He came in “ affliction, such 
as was not from the beginning of the creation which God 
created unto this time, neither shall be.’’? The anti-type 
will follow in due season. 

It remains now to consider whether these two comings 
exhaust the discussion of our subject as found in these 
chapters. We think they do not. In the first place, 
the fact that two distinct and widely separated events are 
described in one and the same set of words is evidence 
of the generic nature of the events themselves. They 
are alike from the Lord, and are providential and spirit- 
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ual visitations. Hence one set of terms suits both. But 
if two such events are thus joined together, why may 
not others also, in which the same essential features are 
found, be embraced therein? In the next place, the 
repeated declaration, ‘* This generation shall not pass till 
all these things be fulfilled,’’ involves the generic idea. 
The false Christs were not all to arise in one generation. 
The wars and rumors of wars, the earthquakes, famines, 
and troubles were’ undoubtedly to spread over many 
generations. Yet that generation was to witness ‘all 
these things.’? Witness them how? Certainly not as a 
finished series of events, the like of which there should 
be no more, but as facts and samples of His great admin- 
istration. ‘These they were to see, and, on the principle 
that history is continually repeating itself, all other ages 
and peoples are to see the same things. Hence, toward 
the close of the discussion, He gives the subject this 
broad application. People shall be found at their ordi- 
nary employment, and one shall be taken and another 
left. Business shall go on as He comes from time to 
time in [lis discriminating providence and grace. To 
the disciples themselves, therefore, He adds: ‘‘ Be ye 
also ready, for in such an hour as ye think not the Son 
of man cometh.’’ Go about your work, be faithful, be 
ready, I will come for you soon. 

In this practical turn of the subject, it could not have 
been His personal and visible advent with which He ad- 
monishes them, for He had distinctly put that at a dis- 
tance. It could not have been the overthrow of Jerusa- 
Jem either, for as to that they were not to be involved in 
it, but were to recognize its approach and fiy from the 
city. It could have been only in the generic sense of 
His speedy providential and spiritual coming that they 
were to find admonition and comfort. And so widening 
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the great thought still more, He asks, ‘‘ Who then is a 
faithful and wise servant, whom his Lord hath made 
ruler over His household, to give them meat in due sea- 
son? Blessed is that servant whom his Lord when He 
cometh shall find so doing.’? On the other hand: ‘‘ If 
that evil servant shall say in his heart, My Lord delayeth - 
His coming, . . . the Lord shall come in a day when he 
looketh not for Him .. . and shall cut him asunder,”’ 
ete. If this is not generalizing the whole subject by 
making it alike applicable to all people and to all ages, it 
were difficult to see how such an idea could have been 
conveyed. He lays upon them, and upon every man’s 
heart and conscience throughout the ages, the joy or the 
terror of His speedy and certain coming. It is no mere 
‘* nossible’? event which may occur soon or may not 
come till the man has rested in his grave for thousands 
of years. It is a certain event impending every hour, 
from which none can flee or hide. Therefore be ready. 
The whole force of the exhortation lies in this concep- 
tion of it. In other words, Jesus Himself makes His 
coming generic, and, between the two horizons so well 
described by Farrar, holds up an ever-recurring advent 
for the perpetual admonition of men. Down through 
the ages comes the echo, ‘‘ Kiss the Son, lest He be 
angry, and ye perish from the way, when His wrath is 
kindled but a little. Blessed are all they that put their 
trust in Him.’’ This, as we believe, is the purport of 
these solemn chapters, including Matt. 25. In them is 
found (a) the specific coming to overthrow Jerusalem ; 
(>) the generic coming to all men and nations as the ages 
pass along; and (ec) the final coming to separate and 
reward eternally the righteous and the wicked. 

In the light of these ever-repeated providential and 
spiritual comings, as we have seen in the case of the 
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seven churches of Asia, we are to understand and inter- 
pret the great majority of the references to the subject. 
Take, for example, Luke 12 : 85-40, where the exhorta- 
tion is given, be ‘* ye yourselves like unto men that wait 
for their Lord,.when He will return from the wed- 
ding ;”’ or Luke 19 : 12-27, where, in reference to the 
pounds, it is said, ‘‘ Occupy till 1 come;’’ or Matt. 
25 : 1-13, where it is said to the virgins at midnight, 
‘* Behold, the bridegroom cometh ; go ye out to meet 
him ;” or take such expressions as the following: ‘‘ The 
- night is far spent, the day is at hand ;” ‘* Let your mod- 
eration be known unto all men. The Lord is at hand ;’’ 
‘* Be ye also patient : stablish your hearts ; for the com- 
ing of the Lord draweth nigh ;’’ ‘‘ Grudge not one 
against another, brethren, lest ye be condemned ; be- 
hold, the Judge standeth before the door ;’’ ‘‘ Behold, I 
come quickly ; and my reward is with me, to give every 
man according as his work shall be.’’ Take all this 
large class of Scriptures, and, while it is not denied that 
the general idea of His final coming is involved in them, 
. yet it is contended that the generic idea underlies the 
whole of them as the thing that was mainly to press upon 
the heart and conscience of men. Our Lord had dis- 
tinctly told His disciples that a long series of events was 
to precede His personal coming. Thirty years after His 
ascension the Apostle Paul says to the Thessalonians, 
“* Be not soon shaken in mind, or be troubled, . . . as 
that the day of Christ is at hand.’? How, then, could 
this same event be represented as ‘‘ at hand,’’ ‘* before 
the door’? ? It is not only a contradiction in terms, but 
it is also untrue as to fact, for, understood of His visible 
personal appearing, it was certainly more than eighteen 
centuries distant. In the sense we are advocating, no 
such violence is necessary. 
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As, under the old dispensation, all individual and 
national affairs were in the hands of God, who came time 
and again in special ways to reward or punish, so under 
the new are all things in the hands of Jesus, who holds 
all to an immediately impending account. Dr. Kellogg, 
in the Presbyterian Leview for July, 1882, admits that 
the coming spoken of to the seven churches of Asia is 
‘* providential.’? Yet to, one of these it is said, ‘‘ I will 
come on thee as a thief, and thou shalt not know what 
hour I will come upon thee.’’? ‘To another, ‘‘ Behold, I 
come quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no - 
man take thy crown.’? To another, ‘‘ Be thou faithful 
unto death, and I will give thee a crown of life.”? If 
such be His providential and spiritual coming in these 
cases, what more than the extension of the idea is needed 
for the correct understanding of all these Scriptures? In 
the whole of them His coming is presented in its generic 
rather than its specific bearing. ‘This is just as true of 
the New Testament as of the Old. In this sense, like a 
cloud of mercy or wrath, it is always ‘‘ at hand,’’ °‘ at 
the door,’’ ‘‘ drawing near.” ‘* For this men are to 
watch and be ready.’’ Here, as the ages pass along, lies 
the practical pith and point of the whole subject. An 
event represented as ‘‘ always immediately impending” 
and yet actually delayed for eighteen centuries (and pos- 
sibly twenty or more centuries distant still) can have lit- 
tle effect as a motive to daily watchfulness. It is not in 
even sanctified human nature so to regard it from gen- 
eration to generation. Spasms of such faith may arise, 
but they cannot and do not last, as history attests. To 
expect it is as unreasonable as the doctrine is unscript- 
ural. The coming that is really impending and is to 
move the soul is individual and unavoidable, always 
actually, not merely possibly, near. In the face of all 


THE ADMINISTRATION OF THE GOSPEL. 35 


this, that every real or even imaginary allusion to the 
general subject should be forced to do duty for chiliasm 
is simply amazing.* 


*% See the famous one hundred Theses submitted to the New York 
Council by Dr. Brooks. With similar indiscrimination, in his late 
book, ‘‘ Israel and the Church,” he quotes pretty much everything in 
Old Testament or New that jingles like a return of the Jews to their 
own land, and much that has not even that virtue, 


CHAPTER III. 


Ill. THE PERSONAL AND VISIRLE COMING OF THE LORD 
WILL BE TO WIND UP THE SERIES IN THE GENERAL 
JUDGMENT. 


As to the fact of a personal advent, there is no differ- 
ence between premillenarians and ourselves. We do 
not, indeed, admit all they claim as to the necessary and 
exclusive import of the terms, zapoucia, éxipaveta. 
We do not believe that ‘‘ the man of sin’’ is a person, 
that the zapovoia of Matt. 24 : 3, as the Saviour ex- 
plains it, is exclusive of His providential coming to 
Jerusalem, or to men and nations in general, or that the 
éxipavera of Titus 2 : 13 has anything whatever to do 
with a personal coming. But be these as they may, we 
do believe in a personal advent. In this all who believe 
the Scriptures are of one mind, so that the citation of 
proof is superfluous. The points of interest and of 
divergence in this regard are as to time and design. 

As to the first of these, tzme: we aver that our Lord 
and His apostles did not represent His personal coming 
as imminent, or even ‘‘ always possibly near.’’? The 
very first note of the Jerusalem discourse, Matt. 24, in 
answer to the direct question, ‘‘ What shall be the sign 
of thy coming?’ is a note of warning against its being 
so understood or represented. ‘‘ Take heed that no man 
deceive you. For many shall come in my name, saying, 
Jam Christ: and shall deceive many.* And ye shall 


* The very mark hy which they are to be known as deceivers is 
that they say, ‘“‘ The time draweth near” (Luke 21 : 8), 
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hear of wars and rumors of wars; see that ye be not 
troubled : for all these things must come to pass, but the 
end is not yet. For nation shall rise against nation, and 
kingdom against kingdom,” ete. ‘‘ All these are the 
beginning of sorrows.”’ If this is representing it as im- 
minent or ‘‘ always possibly near,’’ we simply confess to 
being incapable of understanding the force of language. 
True enough, this coming, like all others as a general 
thing, will be unexpected when it does occur ; the world 
will not be looking for it, it will need no sign, it will be 
self-evidencing and overwhelming ; but the Saviour does 
not teach the disciples to view it as near, or to expect it 
very soon. <A vein of warning against such a notion 
runs through the entire discourse. To the same import 
is the familiar passage in 2 Thess. 2: 2, 3: ‘‘ Be not 
soon shaken in mind or be troubled . . . as that the day 
of Christ is at hand. Let no man deceive you ; for that 
day shall not come except there come a falling away 
first, and that man of sin be revealed... . For ye 
know what withholdeth that He might be revealed in 
His time; . . . only He who now letteth will let, until 
He be taken out of the way.’? Something was then re- 
straining the mystery of iniquity, lest He be revealed 
out of time, and was to continue so doing ‘‘ until He be 
taken out of the way.’’ This is given, too, be it remem- 
bered, as the reason why they should not view ‘‘ the day 
of Christ as at hand.’’ A strange way, certainly, of 
teaching them that it was ‘‘ always possibly near.”’ 
Look at 1 Tim, 4 : 1-6; 2 Tim. 3 : 12, and 4: 3, 4, all 
of which imply delay, speaking of ‘‘ the latter times,’’ 
‘the last days,’’ and ‘‘ the time . . . when they will 
not endure sound doctrine.’’ Even the Apostle Peter, 
who is perhaps most explicit of any as to this coming, 
puts it at a distance. 2 Pet. 3: 3-10: It shall be “Sin 
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the last days,’’ after ‘‘ the fathers’’ have long been sleep- 
ing in their graves, after ‘‘ the heavens and the earth 
which are now,”’ having long been ‘‘ kept in store,” are 
ready to ‘‘be burned up,’’ and when scoffers, grown 
bold in their supposed impunity from judgment, shall 
be walking after their own lusts and saying, ‘‘ Where is 
the promise of His coming?’ Nor is this all. He then 
reasons the matter with the saints lest even their faith 
should be shaken by the same delay: ‘* Be not ignorant 
of this one thing, that one day is with the Lord asa 
thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. The 
Lord is not slack concerning His promises.’’ He then 
gives them a reason for the delay: ‘‘ The Lord is long- 
suffering to us-ward, not willing that any should perish, 
but that all should come to repentance.”’ And then he 
confirms their faith still further by saying, ‘* But the 
day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night ;’’ while 
in the mean time they were to ‘‘ account that the long- 
suffering ‘delay’ of our Lord is salvation.”? The force 
of these Scriptures will appear clearer and stronger when 
we come to consider the design of His coming, with 
which they are intimately connected. But before and 
without this, to us it seems impossible to reconcile them 
with the idea of an ever-impending possible coming in 
the premillennial sense, or indeed in any personal sense. 
There was a great work to be done first. ‘* Go ye there- 
fore and make disciples of all the nations,’’ as the New 
Version renders Matt. 28:19. There were great and 
long-protracted political changes and struggles to take 
place first : ‘* Nation shall rise against nation and king- 


- dom against kingdom.’’ Long and severe trials and bit- 


ter persecutions were to be endured by the Church first. 
Many false prophets and pretended Christs were to arise 
first. All these things must have put His personal com- 
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ing at a distance, and were adduced, most of them, for 
the very purpose of showing it. And yet they were to 
regard it as impending every hour ! 

Old and New Testament prophecy also equally forbid 
this conception. Take, for example, the vision of the 
four beasts (Dan. 7), the last of which, by common 
consent, stood for the Roman Empire. In the days of 
our Saviour, and down to the end of the apostolic age, 
that empire was in the height of its power and glory. 
Out of its ruins ‘‘ ten kings’’ were to arise, and after 
them another ‘* who shall speak great words against the 
Most High, and shall wear out the saints of the Most 
High, and think to change times and laws.’’ Into His 
hands ‘‘ they shall be given until a time and times and 
the dividing of time.” Take the vision of the two 
beasts (Rev. 18), who were to exercise such wondrous 
power and do such wonderful things. Were these beasts 
and kings to arise, flourish, and pass away after the 
mapovoia? If not, how could it have been considered 
as ** possible’ any day or hour? Were all these changes 
and successions of wondrous things to take place ‘‘ pos- 
sibly”’ within sixty minutes ? 

We cannot pass from this point without a little further 
notice of this ‘‘ always-possibly-near’’? theory. If we 
understand it aright, the idea is, that the personal and 
visible coming of Christ to set up His throne in Jerusa- 
lem, with all the alleged concomitants of that coming, 
was so presented by our Lord and the apostles to the 
early Church, that believers were not only authorized, 
but required to be constantly looking and watching for it 
as possible any day or hour after His ascension. One of 
the speakers in the New York Conference thought He 
might come while they were yet in session. So, doubt- 
less, might the Jerusalem conference (Acts 15) have 
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thought with equal propriety. (If not, when did the time 
arrive when it might be so regarded?) In the /eewew 
article before referred to, Dr. Kellogg says: ‘‘ We aftirm 
with the utmost confidence that this command to watch 
carries with it, by necessary implication, a command to 
regard the coming of the Lord as always possibly at 
hand.’? ‘‘ True,’’ he adds, ‘‘in the light of eighteen 
hundred years of history’? we know now that it was not 
to occur within that time. ‘‘ But,’’ he continues, ‘‘ the 
early Church had no experience to guide or suggest to 
them such a long interval,’’ and hence ‘‘to human 
knowledge the advent might be so possible within that 
generation as to make it imperative to watch for the in- 
dications of its more imminent approach.”’ This strikes 
us indeed as a singularly cautious and obscure sentence, 
but nevertheless such is the theory. So impending 
always that believers of every age may expect it any 
time, and must stand watching ‘‘ for the indications of 
its more imminent approach’’—that is to say, an event 
which was not to occur in twenty centuries was revealed 
to them as possible within twenty-four hours, and they 
must watch accordingly ! 

Now, if it were simply said that the disciples and early 
Christians did so view the matter (which we do not be- 
lieve), we should care but little about it ; for they evi- 
dently held private opinions and indulged hopes which 
were not authorized, as when they asked, ‘* Wilt thou at 
this time restore again the kingdom to Israel?’ But 
when it is affirmed that they were intentionally put and 
left under ‘‘ imperative’ impressions which history has 
shown to have been unfounded, we cannot but regard it 
asa very grave inatter, Did our Lord deceive them ? 
Isa false impression necessary to enforce truth? Did 
He use the idea of His personal coming as a sort of ever- 
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receding spiritual mirage to allure them onward in their 
course ? We shudder at the painful thoughts unavoid- 
ably suggested by such an allegation. * 

Far better to leave the question just where the Saviour 
put it in answer to the inquiry above given: ‘* It is not 
for you to know the times and the seasons which the 
Father hath put in His own power.’’ Shutting them off 
without an answer to their curious or selfish question, He 
promises to them the gift of the Holy Spirit, and sends 
them out to be witnesses for Him ‘‘ in Jerusalem and in 
all Judeea and in Samaria and unto the uttermost parts 
of the earth’? (Acts 1:8). To do this work, which 
necessarily implies long delay, was to them the business 
of life. Is the case different at the present moment ? 
Has the gospel been offered ‘‘ to the uttermost parts of 
the earth”? Is not the caution just as applicable to us 
as to the Thessalonians, ‘‘ Be not soon shaken in mind, 
or be troubled, . . . as that the day of Christ is at 
hand’?? When did the Church cross the line which 
forbade the Thessalonians to regard His coming as thus 
near ? + 


* Should it be alleged that we are most assuredly required to watch 
and be ready for His coming in some sense, we admit it, of course, 
But, as to the seven churches of Asia, it is His providential and 
spiritual, not His personal and visible, coming that is intended. 
Sardis was to watch as fora “ thief.’’ So with all men, This com- 
ing is really imminent all the time, to the world and to the individ- 
ual, As a matter of fact, the other has not been so for eighteen 
centuries, at any rate, and, in our apprehension, is not so repre- 
sented in the word of God. Of ‘‘ the kingdom of heaven’’ (the gospel 
dispensation) John the Baptist said, it ‘‘is at hand,’’ meaning, it is 
here, it has come. With equal explicitness the Apostle Paul says the 
day of Christ’s personal coming is not ‘“‘at hand.” When or by 
whom has this note been changed so as to read is ‘‘ at hand,” or pos- 
sibly near ? 

+ The force of this passage cannot be evaded by the rendering 
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As to design: at His first coming the Jews rejected 
and murdered Him because He did not meet their ex- 
pectations by setting up a temporal kingdom in accord- 
ance with their views of prophetic teaching. For this 
they were in turn rejected, the kingdom taken from 
them, their city destroyed, and their ‘‘ age’’ or dispensa- 
tion ended. Is it possible that when He comes again 
His mission will be to do for them the very thing they 
rejected and murdered Him for not doing at His first ad- 
vent? And yet, in our judgment, this is substantially, 
if not precisely, what the premillennial theory requires 
us to believe He will do! Passing over all that the 
Christian Church has done and endured for the faith, 
waiting until the gospel dispensation shall have almost 
died out by decay, His first great work will be to destroy 
all the nations where the descendants of His betrayers 
and murderers are scattered, and gather up this disper- 
sion to make of them the head and the glory of the Mes- 
sianic kingdom! A recent writer tells us: ‘‘ In the day 
when the Lord shall save Jacob from the land of his cap- 
tivity, He will make a full end of all the nations whither 
He had scattered him.’’* All premillenarians re-echo 
this sentiment with one voice. Were He then to appear 
** just at hand,” or ‘‘now present.’’ For 1. These particles are a 
gloss. They are not in the original. 2, Even if admitted, the ren- 
dering still denies the ‘‘ immediately impending” theory. His com- 
ing is not ‘‘ now present.’’ What is that but saying not immedi- 
ately impending? 3. The other signs of delay still remain, the fall- 
ing away, the revelation of the man of sin, etc. Could that be repre- 
sented as imminent which in the same breath is delayed for these 
indefinite events? 4, The numerous indications of delay elsewhere 
given—the work assigned to the Church, the wars, famines, pesti- 
lences, persecutions, etc., forbid such a gloss. The idea of our com- 
mon version is undoubtedly the correct one—not at hand—i.e., not 
immediately impending. 

* « Prediction and Fulfilment,” p. 183. 
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to-morrow (as they tell us we are ‘‘ imperatively” re- 


quired to believe He may), what would become of all the 
enlightened nations of the world? In them are found 
Christian churches by the hundred thousand and humble 
followers of the Lord Jesus by the myriad. Millions are 
travailing in birth again for the salvation of mankind. 
Bibles, in all languages, are being scattered over the 
world like leaves of the forest. Money is being poured 
into the treasury of the Lord as it never was since the 
days of Solomon. And yet we must believe that Jesus 
may come to-morrow, and that if He should, ‘‘ He will 
make a full end of all the nations whither’ the Jew 
has been scattered! Good-by, England and America ! 
Surely there must be some grand mistake in a theory in- 
volving (inculeating) consequences like these. Surely 
such a theory cannot be harmless, much less helpful, to 
the cause of Christ. 

But passing this, we notice next the bearing of His 
advent on the conversion of the world. We should be 
glad to cite every Scripture in which His personal com- 
ing is confessedly taught.* As this is impracticable, we 
must content ourselves with the confident averment that 
inno one of them is there the slightest hint that this 
coming is to have anything to do with the conversion of 
men. With but two or three exceptions, where the ref- 
erence is undoubtedly to a spiritual coming (as John 
14:28; Rev. 3: 20), this may be safely affirmed of 
every allusion to the subject in any form whatever that 
is found in the New Testament. In the parables of the 
pounds, the talents, the great supper, the tares and the 
wheat, the virgins, the journey into a far country, etc., 
be the coming what it may, it has nothing to do with 


* This is done in chap. 4, 
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saving souls. On the contrary, the uniform representa- 
tion is, that it is to take account of those concerned and 
reward them accordingly. ‘* When the bridegroom 
came they that were ready went in with Him to the mar- 
riage : and the door was shut’? (Matt. 25 : 10). Knock- 
ing was vain after this; no place for repentance re- 
mained. a. 

This is especially clear and unquestionable as to the 
personal coming of our Lord. Examine the solemn 
statement of Matt. 25 : 31-46. It is to separate the 
sheep from the goats and assign to each their eternal 
abode. ‘Take the parable of the tares and the wheat, 
Matt. 13:24. Be the ovrvrélea aidvos what it may 
—end of the age or end of the world—it makes no 
difference as to this point. There is no more hope for 
the wicked ; for at the harvest the angels ‘‘ shall gather 
out of His kingdom all things that offend and them 
which do iniquity ; and shall cast them into a furnace of 
fire: there shall be wailing and gnashing of teeth. 
Then shall the righteous shine forth as the sun in the 
kingdom of their Father.”? See 2 Thess.1:7-10. He 
comes ‘‘in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that 
know not God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord 
Jesus Christ,’’ and ‘‘ to be glorified in His saints, and 
to be admired in all them that believe.” See 2 Pet. 
8:10: ‘‘ The day of the Lord will come as a thief in 
the night, in the which the heavens shall pass away with 
a great noise and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up.”? Take Jude 14,15: ‘* Behold, the Lord 
cometh with ten thousand of His saints, to execute judg- 
ment on all and to convince all that are ungodly among 
them of all their ungodly deeds.’’ Not a word or a hint 
in all these Scriptures of converting men or extending 
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the gospel kingdom by His coming. Retribution is the 
one great idea.that runs through the whole of them. 
His coming is uniformly represented as blessed to the 
righteous, but terrible to the wicked ; and is delayed for 
the express purpose of completing the work of redemp- 
tion before it take place. ‘‘ The Lord is not slavk con- 
cerning His promise of ‘coming’ as some men count 
slackness ; but is longsuffering to us-ward, not willing 
that any should perish’’ (as all unbelievers must when 
He comes), ‘‘ but that all should come to repentance”’ 
(2 Pet. 3: 9). How all this can be reconciled with the 
idea of extending the gospel and of securing its chief 
conquests by and after His coming, we are utterly unable 
to see. The whole weight of all these utterances is 
against such a notion. 

Instead of converting the world by His advent, it is to 
be attended by far different incidents which utterly for- 
bid such an idea. Connected with it will be: (1) the 
resurrection of the dead ; (2) the judgment of all man- 
kind ; and (8) the end of the world, with the delivering 
up to God of the completed kingdom.* These events 
are so interlocked with each other and with the advent 
that they cannot be disjoined, nor can separate proof of 
each be adduced without repetition. We combine them 
all, therefore, in the following citations: John 5 : 28, 
29: ‘The hour is coming, in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear His voice, and shall come forth ; 
they that have done good, unto the resurrection of life ; 
and they that have done evil, unto the resurrection of 
damnation.’’ Matt. 25 : 31, 82: ‘‘ When the Son of 
man shall come in His glory, . . . before Him shall be 

* For a full discussion of these points, see Hodge’s ‘‘ Systematic 


Theology,’’ vol. iii., p. 836. What Premillenarians do with them 
may be seen in chap. 6 of this book, 
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gathered all nations: and He shall separate them one 
from another, as a shepherd divideth his sheep from the 
goats. . . . These shall go away into everlasting pun- 
ishment ; but the righteous into life eternal.’? Matt. 
13 : 40-43: ‘* So shall it be in the end of this world. 
The Son of man shall send forth His angels, and they 
shall gather out of His kingdom all things that offend, 
and them which do iniquity. ... Then shall the 
righteous shine forth as the sun in the kingdom of their 
Father.’? 1 Cor. 15: 24: ‘*Then cometh the end, 
when He shall have delivered up the kingdom to God.” 
How the conversion of the world or the extension of the 
kingdom is to take place after all this, or even in con- 
nection with it, we cannot conceive. 

In addition to this, the whole drift also of all other 
Bible teaching is, that the triumphs of the gospel are to 
be realized under the present dispensation. Prophets 
foretold the wonderful effusion of the Holy Spirit that 
should characterize the latter days. Our Lord, just be- 
fore His departure from the earth, pointed His sorrowful 
disciples to this great source of comfort and of success 
in their work, and commanded them to tarry in Jerusa- 
lem until they were endued with power from on high. 
‘* He shall convince the world of sin, and of righteous- 
ness, and of judgment.’’ The apostles gloried in the 
unction as soon as it came. Concerning the pentecostal 
baptism, as showing both the agent and the method of 
Messianic triumph, it is said, Acts 2:16: ‘* This is that 
which was spoken by the prophet Joel ;’’ and again, 
2: 33-35: ‘ Being by the right hand of God exalted, 
and having received of the Father the promise of the 
Holy Ghost, He hath shed forth this, which ye now see 
and hear. For David is not ascended into the heavens ; 
but He saith Himself, The Lord said unto my Lord, Sit 
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thou on my right hand, until L make thy foes thy foot- 
stool.’’? Here is His position and the result for which 
He waits: ‘‘ expecting till His enemies be made His 
footstool ” (Heb. 10: 13). Even that oft-repeated pas- 
sage, Acts 3 : 19-21, clearly shows that His redemptive 
work is to be completed before He leaves His heavenly 
position. Of the ‘‘ restitution’’ there spoken of, Dr. J. 
A. Alexander, 77 loco, says it means ‘‘ simply the com- 
pletion or winding up of that stupendous plan which 
God is carrying into execution, with a view to His own 
glory and the salvation of His elect people. This con- 
summation may be called a restetwtion, in allusion to a 
circle which returns into itself, or more probably because 
it really involves the healing of all curable disorder and 
the restoration to communion with the Deity of all that 
He has chosen to be so restored. Till this great cycle 
has achieved its revolution, and this great remedial proc- 
ess has accomplished its design, the glorified body of the 
risen and ascended Christ not only may, but must, as an 
appointed means to that accomplishment, be resident in 
heaven and not on earth.’’ Exalted at the right hand of 
God, it is His province to give repentance and remission 
of sins ; but when He comes personally it will be to close 
the dispensation and deliver up the kingdom to God, 
even the Father, that God may be all in all (1 Cor. 
15 : 24, 25). 

The three simple propositions under which the doc- 
trine of the coming of the Lord has now been formulated 
are, as we believe, alike scriptural, impregnable, and ex- 
haustive. They cover the whole ground, leaving no 
room for any other form of coming. They are not 
brought in to prop up a theory, but are brought out by 
induction, and rest upon no constrained or unnatural in- 
terpretation. J*ounded on explicit statements of the 
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divine word, they also lie on the face of Scripture, and 
express the faith of Christendom, while they summarize 
and harmonize the voice of inspiration. 

We insist, therefore, as the only safe and reasonable 
rule in the case, that the obscure and symbolic portions 
of the Bible must be interpreted in accordance with 
them. Premillenarians reverse thisrule. They take the 
obscure and symbolic as didactic and literal; and then, 
through an endless labyrinth of conjecture and violent 
construction, attempt to force the plain and simple into 
conformity. Some of the strange conclusions to which 
they are led may be seen in a subsequent chapter. 


CHAPTER LV. 
HOW DISCRIMINATE ? 


Ir the question be asked, as it naturally will, [low are 
we to distinguish the personal from the other forms of 
coming ? we answer, Not by the special or exclusive 
sense of any particular word, as parousia, for example; 
for it has no such sense or usage ; and even if it had, it 
proves nothing as to the main points at issue—z.e., time 
and design. In Matt. 24:38, where it occurs for the 
first time, it is made the starting-point for a general dis- 
cussion of the whole subject of His coming, to Jerusa- 
lem, to individuals all through the ages, and to raise the 
dead and judge the world at last ; being evidently used 
in this chapter as interchangeable with the verb to come 
(er komaz), and intended to cover the whole ground of 
His various advents. Compare verses 27, 37, 39 with 
42, 44, 46,48. Hence, in the parallel passages by Mark 
and Luke it is not found, while yet the same great 
events are mentioned in association with the latter term 
alone. Matthew meant no more by his threefold ques- 
tion than the others by their shorter form. The whole 
subject comes in under one or the other with equal pro- 
priety. In 2 Pet. 3:12 it is used concerning ‘‘ the 
coming of the day of God,”’ which surely is not a per- 
sonal presence ; and in 2 Thess. 2: 9 it refers to ‘* that 
wicked,”’ ‘* the mystery of iniquity,” that ‘* doth already 
work.”? Premillenarians are required by their theory to 
insist that this is a person ; but avery large proportion of 
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biblical scholars do not so regard it. The Apostle John, 
speaking of the same thing and applying his language 
indefinitely to ail those who do not confess that Jesus 
Christ is come in the flesh, says: ‘* This is that Spirit of 
Antichrist whereof ye have heard that it shall come: 
and even now already is it in the world.”’ This word 
therefore cannot be an infallible guide in the matter. 
Nor can we be guided wholly by the alleged distinet 
and exclusive sense of particular passages of Scripture ; 
for oftentimes, if not very generally, the complex idea 
of His coming, providential, spiritual, and personal, is 
evidently wrapped up in the same words as in Matt. 24 
and parallels, of which we have just spoken. The same 
is true of Matt. 25 and of several of the parables. Noth- 
ing but endless confusion can arise from the effort to in- 
- terpret all that is said in these passages of one and the 
same event. They involve the whole subject, and are 
to be viewed in this comprehensive light. i 
How, then, can we distinguish one from the other ? 
Weanswer: By the adjuncts of each. The providential 
and spiritual coming of the Lord is near, individual, 
special, oft-recurring, and frequently conditional. We 
do not mean, of course, that all these features are found 
in every instance, but that they characterize the series, 
as the following examples will show. Ex. 83:5: ‘* Ye 
are a stiff-necked people : I will come up into the midst 
of thee in a moment, and consume thee: therefore now 
put off thy ornaments from thee, that I may know what 
to do unto thee.”’ Isa. 64:3: ‘* When thou didst ter- 
rible things which we looked not for, thou camest down, 
the mountains flowed down at thy presence!’ Ex. 
20 : 24: ‘In all places where I record my name | will 
come unto thee, and I will bless thee.’? Ps. 80:2: 
‘‘Before Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh stir up 
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thy strength, and come and save us.’’ Numerous in- 
stances like these are found all through the Old Testa- 
ment, as may be seen from the references on an early 
page. In the New Testament also the same features 
stand out with equal clearness. The threatenings and 
promises to the seven churches, which are confessedly 
providential and spiritual, are imminent, special, individ- 
ual, conditional, and repeated. ‘The visitation of Jerusa- 
lem was near, special, and overwhelming. The coming 
again to the disciples to take them into the mansions pre- 
pared for them, or to manifest Himself to them and give 
them comfort from time to time as they needed it, had 
all these features about it. Throughout both dispensa- 
tions these are the distinguishing features of the provi- 
dential and spiritual coming. -They are near, individual, 
special, oft-recurring, and frequently conditional. 

On the other hand, the personal coming of the Lord is 
attended with events and phrases which put it at a dis- 
tance and show it to be general (as distinguished from 
individual or special), unconditional, and final. Take 
Matt. 24 : 3 (which certainly teaches His personal com- 
ing, though it involves the others also), and the very 
question itself identifies it with ‘* the end of the world ;’’ 
while the answer of the Saviour, in its opening breath, 
forewarns them against delusion as to His near or speedy 
coming. Great and long-protracted events shall pre- 
cede it, and when it does occur it shall be to and upon 
all alike. ‘‘ Then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, 
and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds 
of heaven with power and great glory. And He shall 
send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and 
they shall gather together His elect from the four winds, 
from one end of heaven to the other’’ (verses 30, 31). 
Compare this with Matt. 25 : 81, 32, and the identity of _ 
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the coming is unquestionable. It is remote, general, 
unconditional, and final. - 

Take 1 Cor. 15': 28: ‘* Every man in his own order: 
Christ the first-fruits ; afterward they that are Christ’s at 
ffis coming.” The apostle is here treating of the resur- 
rection ; identifies it with the coming, and adds immedi- 
ately (verse 24): ‘* Then cometh the end, when He shall 
have delivered up the kingdom to God, even the 
Father ; when, He shall have put down all rule, and all 
authority and power. For He must reign, till He hath 
put all enemies under His feet. The last enemy that 
shall be destroyed is death.’? This last enemy He will 
destroy ‘‘at His coming” by raising the dead ; all the 
others are to be subdued before. Premillenarians them- 
selves will hardly deny that this coming is to be at the 
farther end of their alleged millennial period, when the 
kingdom is completed and ready to be delivered up. It 
is, therefore, remote, general, unconditional, and final. 

Take 2 Thess. 2: 1, already several times referred to 
in other connections. Here, as in Matt. 24, we have a 
positive argument to show that the “‘ coming”’ is not “ at 
hand.’ There is to be a ‘‘ falling away first,’’ °° that 
man of sin’’ is to be revealed and run his race. After 
nineteen centuries of delay premillenarians tell us that 
this ‘‘ son of perdition”’ is yet to appear and do his work, 
‘“whom the Lord shall . . . destroy with the brightness 
of His coming.’’ It is therefore remote ; and it shall be 
final and general, for connected with it stands this fear- 
ful sentence, ‘‘ That they all might be damned who be- 
lieved not the truth, but had pleasure in unrighteousness. ” 

Take 2 Pet. 3:4: ‘‘ Where is the promise of His 
coming?’ The question, by the very terms of the con- 
text, does not arise or begin to have a bearing in any 
proximate time. It is the language of scoffers ‘* in the 
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last days,’ when ‘‘the heavens shall pass away with a 
great noise, and the elements shall melt with fervent 
heat, the earth also and the works that are therein shall 
be burned up.’’? Premillenarians themselves, if we un- 
derstand them aright, put this advent at the close of 
their millennium. By their own showing, therefore, it 
is remote, general, and final. The exhortation con- 
nected with it, verse 12, ‘‘ Looking for and earnestly 
desiring the coming of the day of God ’’ (New Version), 
is simply what every good man does now as he looks for- 
ward, through the completed kingdom, to the day of 
judgment and the glory that is to follow, without refer- 
ence to proximity or remoteness. It is surely coming, 
and we long to see it. It is remote, general, uncondi- 
tional, and final. 

Take 1 Thess. 3:13 and 4:15. Here we find the 
advent connected with the resurrection of them that 
sleep in Jesus, the transformation of all living saints and 
the translation of all ‘‘ to meet the Lord in the air; and 
so shall we ever be with the Lord.’’ This is to take 
place at the sounding of the ‘‘trump,’’ as in 1 Cor. 
15 : 52, which calls it ‘‘ the last trump.” Here again it 
is remote, general, unconditional, and final; at the end 
of His finished work, with the saints around Him forever. 

We have now noticed about every passage in which a 
personal coming is undoubtedly taught, including, with 
four exceptions, every instance in which the much-relied- 
upon word parousia occurs.* We have shown that in- 

* Of these exceptions, 2 Thess. 2:19 and 1 John 2 : 28 are indefi- 
nite as to time and manner, and must therefore agree with those that 
are definite. This applies also to all those passages in which the 
terms appear, appearing, revealed, and revelation occur, except 
2 Thess. 1 : 7-10 and 2 Tim. 4:1, which clearly identify His ‘‘ reve- 


lation from heaven” and ‘ His appearing” with the final scenes of 
His personal coming—i.e., resurrection, judgment, and end of the 
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stead of teaching an imminent or always-possibly-near 
advent (to repeat this absurd phrase once more), they 
teach directly the reverse—?.e., that it is remote, uncon- 
ditional, general, and final ; identified with the resurrec- 
tion, the judgment, and the end of the world. We have 
shown, on the other hand, that the providential and 
spiritual coming is near, individual, special, oft-recur- 
ring, and frequently conditional. We submit, therefore, 
that an obvious and sufficient line of demarcation is thus 
found, and that all allusions of Scripture to the general 
subject must be interpreted accordingly. To jumble all 
New Testament utterances together (or most of them), 
as premillenarians generally do, and try to explain them 
of one and the same event, is, to our mind, one of the 
most amazing freaks of interpretation that we have ever 
seen or heard of. No wonder it finds difficulties, from 
beginning to end, which require violence and contortion 
to get rid of them ! 


world. 2 Pet. 1:16 relates to the transfiguration scene, and has no 
bearing on this discussion. The other exception, James 5 : 7, 8, is 
the only one of the whole list that gives countenance to the idea of 
nearness. ‘‘ Be patient therefore, brethren, unto the coming of the 
Lord, . . . for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.” Touching 
this we submit (1) That as a single exception it cannot override the 
others. (2) The event referred to is absolutely near. The New Ver- 
sion renders it ‘‘ at hand.” There is therefore no room for ‘‘ maybe’’ 
or “possibly near’? in the case. James says it is ‘‘at hand.’’ 
(3) This positive assertion could not have been made touching an 
event nineteen centuries distant. (4) For in that sense it directly 
contradicts 2 Thess. 2:2, which says that the coming (parousia) is 
not “at hand.” (5) We have shown that the providential and spirit- 
ual coming are thus positively spoken of. (6) We conclude, there- 
fore, that, as in Matt. 24, the word must be taken in its comprehen- 
sive sense of coming in general. In this sense it is.parallel to Matt. 
24 : 33, ‘‘He is near, even at the doors,’’ and to Phil. 4:5, “ The 
Lord is at hand,” and to John 14 : 3, ‘“‘ I will come again and receive 
you unto myself,” 


CHAPTER: V. 
WHO IS ISRAEL ? 


Tuts question is worthy of notice here because it bears 
an intimate and important relation to the preceding dis- 
cussion. The whole premillennial argument for the 
future of the Jews is connected with the alleged personal 
advent, and rests on the assumption that they still are 
heirs of the inheritance promised to Abraham and his 
seed. This we deny. We hold that the Christian 
Church, not in any mere metaphorical or spiritual sense, 
but in the true and scriptural meaning of the terms, is 
now ‘‘ The Israel of God’’ (Gal. 6 : 16), and therefore 
heir of the promises. The proof of this is found in facts 
and considerations like the following : 

I. Christ is now King and on the throne of David. 
In announcing His birth to Mary (Luke 1 : 82), it is 
said: ‘‘ He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of 
the Highest ; and the Lord God shall give unto Him the 
throne of His father David.” At His birth the wise 
men come asking, ‘‘ Where is He that is born King of 
the Jews?’ Before Pilate He confesses Himself ‘‘a 
King,” and speaks of ‘‘ my kingdom’’ as then existing 
(John 18 ; 86, 37). He ‘‘ hath the key of David’’ (Rev. 
3:7). He ‘‘sitteth upon the throne’ (Rev. 5 : 18). 
He is ‘‘the blessed and only Potentate, the King of 
kings and Lord of lords’? (1 Tim. 6:15). All power 
in heaven and on earth is His. ‘‘ He is Lord of all” 
(Acts 10:36). He is ‘‘ head over all things to the 
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Church, which is His body” (Eph. 1: 22). To Him 
‘‘all judgment’’ is given to administer the affairs of 
nations as well as of the Church (John 5 : 22, 27). All 
this, and no King or kingdom! Who ean believe it ? 
The Christian Church, over which He presides and for 
which He controls all things, is His kingdom, and is 
therefore the true succession of David’s empire. The 
denial of this turns the whole gospel dispensation into 
confusion. 

IT. When He came ‘‘ in His kingdom”’ He established 
it among the Jews. His own ministry almost entirely, 
and that of the apostles for years, was limited to ‘* the 
lost sheep of the house of Israel.’? Immense numbers 
of them received Him as their Messiah King. In proof 
of this see the following consecutive scriptures: John 
Diet S shuts \ Alas iO tS BO 2040 540 ol de 
D2 GAAS V9) 42-2 Acts? B41 Ap A BD pias way 
Ole WL N20 p12 104 13) 3 40 4s: LP Soomiumerous 
were these converts that His affrighted enemies, hearing 
that He made and baptized more disciples than John, 
cried out: ‘‘ Behold, the world is gone after Him ;’’ 
and ‘‘if we let Him thus alone all men will believe on 
Him.” These believers were scattered abroad, volun- 
tarily or by persecution, ‘‘ throughout the regions of 
Judea and Samaria’”’ (Acts 8: 1), and ‘°‘ travelled as far 
as Phenice, and Cyprus, and Antioch, preaching the word 
to none but to the Jews only”? (Acts 11:19). The 
pentecostal converts were Jews and proselytes, who car- 
ried the gospel everywhere to their brethren. Paul, in 
his great missionary work, found his converts largely 
among the Jews. To suppose, therefore, that only a 
few of them believed in ‘‘ The Anointed of God” 
(Luke 9 ; 20) is an entire mistake. So great was their 
number, and so truly were they, in the mind of the 
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Spirit, ‘‘ The Israel of God,’’ that the Apostle James, 
ignoring Israel after the flesh, addresses his epistle to 
‘‘the twelve tribes scattered abroad,’’ as though there 
were no other true Jews.* Nor was it accidental or 
without a purpose that the kingdom was thus estab- 
lished. It was, as we believe, for the very purpose of 
preserving and showing its continuity. 

III. In receiving Jesus these believing Jews either 
perpetuated Israel and continued to be heirs of the 
promises, or they cut themselves off by accepting their 
Messiah. To our mind one or other of these results in- 
evitably followed their faith. They were heirs, in com- _ 
mon with their race, before they believed. If they were 
not afterward their faith must have separated them. 
And is it possible that by their hearty acceptance of the 
long-promised deliverer they forfeited the promises made 
to the fathers, while those who rejected and murdered 
Him continued to be the heirs of a future pre-eminence 
and glory that shall cast the gospel kingdom utterly into 
the shade? We cannot believe it. To our mind the 
very supposition is monstrous. Believers were the true 
Israel. They received and perpetuated the kingdom. 
The ‘‘ children of the devil’’ lost it by their unbelief. 
‘ His own received Him not. But as many as received 
Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God, 
even to them that believe on His name.’’ This isa 
pointed and significant utterance in this connection. 


* That only converted Jews were included in this expression is 
evident from the whole drift of the epistle. They are ‘‘ brethren,” 
‘‘in divers temptations,” ‘‘a kind of first-fruits of His creatures ;’’ 
their faith in Jesus Christ is taken for granted ; they must not have 
it with respect of persons ; they are to be patient ‘‘ unto the coming 
of the Lord,” etc. The idea that the unconverted twelve tribes 
should be thus addressed is preposterous in the extreme, 
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IV. The Saviour said explicitly to the ‘ little flock”’ 
who believed on Him, ‘‘ It is your Father’s good pleas- . 
ure to give you the kingdom ;’’ and with equal explicit- 
ness to those who rejected Him, ‘‘ The kingdom shall be 
taken from you and given to a nation bringing forth the 
fruit thereof.’? Here, by a double affirmation, our posi- 
tion is established. The believers kept, the unbelievers 
lost, ‘* the kingdom.’’ And yet we are asked to believe 
that while the inheritance of the former will dwindle to 
almost nothing, there still remains to the latter a king- 
dom and a glory that shall utterly eclipse the other ! 

V. The original promises and predictions never in- 
cluded all the seed of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. 
From the beginning they pertained to a spiritual rather 
than to a literal seed. ‘‘ They are not all Israel, which 
are of Israel : neither, because they are the seed of Abra- 
ham, are they all children: but, in Isaac shall thy seed be 
called. That is, they which are the children of the flesh, 
these are not the children of God: but the children of 
the promise are counted for the seed”? (Rom. 9 : 6-8). 
“‘Now we brethren” —7z.e., all Christians—‘‘ as Isaac 
was, are the children of promise’? (Gal. 4: 28). ‘* For 
the promise, that he should be the heir of the world, was 
not to Abraham, or to his seed, through the law, but 
through the righteousness of faith’? (Rom. 4:13). ‘If 
ye be Christ’s, then are ye Abraham’s seed, and heirs 
according to the promise” (Gal. 3: 29). The promise 
never included all the natural seed, but from the begin- 
ning had reference to a spiritual seed, and that seed is, 
first Christ (Gal. 8 : 16), and then all that are Christ’s. 
The Christian Church, therefore, is the true seed of 
Abraham and heir of the promises. 

VI. Neither the lopping off of the literal seed nor 
the incorporation of proselytes, under the old dispensa- 
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tion, affected the identity of the true seed ; nor does it 
under the new economy. The believing Jews, enlarged 
by the ingathering of the Gentiles, are still the heirs of 
the promises. Hence, 

VII. The Gentiles, who ‘‘ were aliens from the com- 
monwealth of Israel, and strangers from the covenants of 
promise,’’ are so no longer, ‘‘ but now, in Christ Jesus, 

are made nigh by the blood of Christ’? (Eph. 
2:12). ‘* The commonwealth of Israel,’? with all its 
‘* covenants of promise,’’ whatever they were, is perpetu- 
ated, and these Gentile converts are in it, sharers of all 
its perquisites, privileges, and blessings, as truly as 
David was himself. Hence, 

VIII. They ‘‘ are no more strangers and foreigners, 
but fellow-citizens with the saints’’—the converted Jews 
—‘‘and of the household of God; and are built upon 
the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Jesus Christ 
Himself being the chief cornerstone’ (Eph. 2: 19). 
What can this mean but. that the Church, under both 
dispensations, is one building ‘‘ fitly framed together, 

. . a holy temple in the Lord,” all alike incorporated 
into Christ, the King and Ruler of the whole? Hence, 
still further : 

IX. They are ‘‘ fellow-heirs, and of the same body, 
and partakers of His promise in Christ by the gospel ”’ 
(ph. 3:6). ‘* Fellow-heirs’? of what? Partakers of 
what promise? Thus, in this one epistle, by three in- 
structive and Impressive comparisons, a commonwealth, 
a building, and an estate, does the apostle teach the 
great truth that the inheritance is perpetuated, and that 
the Gentiles are brought into it in all its fulness. | 

X. The identity and perpetuity of the Church is 
shown most explicitly in Rom. 11: ‘*‘ Hath God cast 
away His people? God forbid.”’> Why not? What 
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proof does the apostle give? That Israel after the flesh 
still retains the succession? Not at all. But here is the 
proof: ‘‘ God hath not cast away His people which He | 
Joreknew.”’ As of old there were seven thousand who 
bowed not the knee to Baal, ‘* even so then at this pres- 
ent time there is a remnant according to the election of 
grace.” These are the perpetuation and the heirs. I 
myself am one of them, He says. All believers, whether 
Jew or Gentile, are ‘‘ fellow-citizens’ of the kingdom. 
What then? ‘‘ Israel hath not obtained that which he 
seeketh for; but the election hath obtained it, and the 
rest were blinded.’’ Is it possible that these blinded 
ones are still heirs, and the ‘‘ elect’’ shut out ? 

XI. Into this diminished but perpetuated old stock, 
the natural branches having been broken off, the Gen- 
tiles were ‘‘ grafted,’’ and thus made partakers of ‘‘ the 
root and fatness of the olive tree.’’ The same old tree 
lives on, with new branches. 

XII. Into this perpetuated tree, the broken-off branch, 
‘Cif it abide not in unbelief, shall be grafted: for God 
is able to graft them in again.” Does this look like 
grafting the Christian Church into the old withered 
stock of Judaism once more? Does it not plainly show 
that in the Christian tree the Church of God lives, and 
that the only hope of the Jew is to be incorporated again 
into it ? 

XIII. The whole spirit of the gospel and the oft- 
repeated explicit statement that faith, not form or 
natural descent, constitutes the true Israelite, shows 
the same “thing (Rom 92:3°28).29% 59: Gy a8 
Gal. 3 : 3). 

AITV. And, Pathe what is the Christian Church if it 
is not ‘‘ the rated of God’? ? And what is Jesus to 
His Church if He is not King? It is impossible to find 
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a satisfactory answer to these questions on the premil- 
lennial theory. 

These arguments (and others like them might be mul- 
tiplied almost indefinitely) have each an independent 
force of its own that should not be overlooked. But in 
addition to that they are cumulative. They fit into and 
corroborate each other. Like circumstantial evidence 
drawn from a dozen different sources, they all tend to 
one conclusion, and establish it, as we believe, without a 
possibility of successful contradiction. Like sunlight on 
the face of nature, the truth is spread all over the pages 
of inspiration. Believers in Christ compose ‘* the king- 
dom.’’? The Christian Church is Israel. The glowing 
prophecies of Isaiah point to gospel days and triumphs 
no less than the preaching of John the Baptist or of the 
apostles. The spiritual consciousness of believing souls, 
deriving its life alike from Old and New Testament 
utterances, testifies to the unity and perpetuity of the 
kingdom. We are one with all the saints of every age 
and country. We feel it and glory in it in our every 
spiritual pulsation, just as we do our inherited civil liber- 
ties and the very breath of freedom descending to us 
from our illustrious forefathers. ‘‘ He is not a Jew 
which is one outwardly, . . . but he is a Jew which is 
one inwardly.” ‘* For all the promises of God in Christ 
are yea, and in Him Amen.’’ Believers are the heirs. 

This is our one answer to all that can be said of a 
future and distinctive kingdom for the Jews. Until it 
is set aside we have no occasion to examine or explain 
alleged utterances in their behalf which, it is claimed, 
are yet to be fulfilled. There is neither Jew nor Gen- 
tile now, but we are all one in Christ Jesus. Race dis- 
tinctions are abolished forever, never to be revived again 
—never! Premillenarians, therefore, entirely misappre- 
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hend our position, and miss the mark when they think to 
silence us or rule us out of court as spiritualizing every- 
thing. Far from it. We claim to be ‘‘ not bastards, 
but sons,”’ *‘ the children of promise,’’ as Paul styles the 
Corinthian church, though largely Gentile. We claim 
to be true, regular, legitimate heirs as fully as were Isaac 
and Jacob themselves. This grand truth, as to the 
status of believers, pervades the whole New Testament 
dispensation. Quoting two of the most full and precious 
promises to ancient Israel (2 Cor. 6:16, 18): *‘I will 
dwell in them, and walk in them; and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people.’? ‘‘ And I will bea 
father unto you, and ye shall be my sons and daughters, 
saith the Lord Almighty,” the apostle immediately adds 
to this Gentile church: ‘‘ Having therefore these prom- 
ises, dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit.’? ‘* These promises,”’ 
too, be it remembered, are taken from the very chapters 
in Jeremiah which are claimed as reserving a distinct 
heritage for the Jews, and a still future.return to their 
land ; and yet the Corinthian church had them in all 
their fulness ! 

The Old Testament also abundantly recognizes both 
the enlargement of the ‘‘ remnant’’ of Jews by the im- 
mense and overshadowing ingathering of the Gentiles, 
and also their full participation in the common heritage. 
‘* Sing, O barren, thou that didst not bear ; break forth ~ 
into singing, and cry aloud, thou that didst not travail 
with child: for more are the children of the desolate 
than the children of the married wife, saith the Lord’’ 
(Iisa. 54:1). Quoting this language in his Epistle to the 
Galatian church, the Apostle says (4: 27, 28): ‘* Now 
we, brethren,” Jew and Gentile, all one in Christ, ‘‘ as 
Isaac was, are the children of promise.’’ ‘* Neither let 
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the son of the stranger, that hath joined himself to the 
Lord, speak, saying, The Lord hath utterly separated me 
from His people: neither let the eunuch say, Behold, I 
am a dry tree. For thus saith the Lord, . . . Even unto 
them will I give in mine house and within my walls a 
place and a name better than of sons and of daughters : 
I will give them an everlasting name, that shall not be 
cut off’ (Isa. 56: 3-5), ‘ Beloved, now are we the 
sons of God ;’’ ‘‘ And because we are sons, God hath 
sent forth the Spirit of His Son into our hearts, crying, 
Abba, Father’? (Gal. 4: 6). No, indeed. We are not 
spiritualizers, but fair interpreters, contending for our 
legitimate position and heritage. Howbeit, on what 
principle a premillenarian can claim any share in 
‘‘ these promises’? without spiritualizing them we fail 
to see. 

If this be the true position of the Christian Church, it 
is far-reaching in its bearing. ‘The inheritance, in its 
length, breadth, and fulness, is ours. There is nothing 
left for the Jew, as such, but to come in, if he will, like 
any other, and nothing for his land or his people but to 
share in the common privileges and blessings of the gos- 
pel, received in the ordinary way. The predictions and 
promises of the Old Testament, so far as they had a literal 
and local application, have received their fulfilment. 
All that remains in them belongs to the true Israel, ‘‘ the 
election of grace,’’? and not to those who rejected their 
Messiah. Ezekiel’s temple, with its exact measurements 
and its division of the land by parallel lines, is ideal, not 
literal. The return of the people to their own land has 
already taken place. ‘‘ Let the redeemed of the Lord 
say so, whom He hath redeemed from the hand of the 
enemy ; and gathered them out of the lands, from the 
east and from the west, from the north and from the 


64 THE COMING OF THE LORD. 


south”? (Ps. 107: 2, 8). ‘“‘Thow hast brought back the 
captivity of Jacob’ (Ps. 85 : 1). 

The return foretold by Jeremiah specifies Babylon and 
Chaldea as the place from which they were to be gath- 
ered, and denounces terrible judgments that were to fol- 
low on that city and people. ‘‘ Israel is a scattered 
sheep ; the lions have driven him away: first the king 
of Assyria hath devoured him ; and last this Nebuchad- 
nezzar, king of Babylon, hath broken his bones. There- 
fore thus saith the Lord of Hosts, the God of Israel, 
Behold, I will punish the king of Babylon and his land, 
as I have punished the king of Assyria. And I will 
bring Israel again to his habitation, and he shall feed on_ 
Carmel and Bashan, and his soul shall be satisfied upon 
Mount Ephraim and Gilead. Ln those days, and in that 
tumeé, saith the Lord’ (not at some far distant future 
time, be it noted), ‘* the iniquity of Israel shall be sought 
for, and there shall be none ; and the sins of Judah, and 
they shall not be found: for I will pardon them whom I 
reserve’ (Jer. 50 : 17-20). Ezra and Nehemiah tell us 
when and how this return occurred, with the rebuilding 
of the temple on its ‘‘ heaps,” and the walls and the 
city. The triumphant Psalms show with what glad 
acclaim the people accepted the fulfilment. ‘* When 
the Lord turned again the captivity of Zion, we were 
like them that dream. Then was our mouth filled with 
laughter, and our tongue with singing ; then said they 
among the heathen, The Lord hath done great things for 
them. The Lord hath done great things for us ; where- 
of we are glad.’? And yet, ignoring all this, we are to 
believe that the return is still future ! 

These literal gatherings foreshadowed the more won- 
derful spiritual gathering under the Prince of Peace. 
Jerusalem, the temple, the land, under the new dispensa- 
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tion cease to be local and material. Everything becomes 
spiritual and world-wide. Like a dissolving view, the 
old economy, having been on exhibition, having had its 
lights and shades and having answered its purpose, has 
passed into the new, while many of the old terms, places, 
and associations remain and are employed in describing 
the picture. The historic people, with all their institu- 
tions, possessions, and experiences, were, at the same 
time, adumbrations of the spiritual and the enlarged. 
They have had their day and are gone. To think of 
going back to these shadows ‘* of good things to come,”’ 
is to reverse the whole order of the kingdom and to ma- 
terialize the dispensation of the Spirit. We see no other 
possible way to harmonize the prophets with Jesus and 
His apostles on this point. 

There are difficulties, no doubt, in interpreting some 
parts of Old Testament prophecy on this basis,* but 
they are trivial compared with the task of showing that 
the Christian Church is not now ‘‘ The Israel of God ;”’ 
and that Jesus is not now ‘‘on the throne of David.”’ 
These great truths stand out so clearly, and chime in so 


fully with the revealed fact that the kingdom is spiritual, 


* Those expressions—e.g., which seem to teach or imply the ever- 
lasting continuance of the kingdom under the regular successors of 
David. Of this difficulty it may be said : (1) that premillenarians find 
a ready way of meeting the same in regard to (aidv) ‘‘ forever’’ in the 
New Testament ; itshould occasion no embarrassment to them there- 
fore ; (2) that on their theory there has been a vacancy of more 
than eighteen hundred years in the kingdom and the throne, which 
shows that their explanation cannot be the true one ; and (3) that 
the temporal favors promised to the Jews were conditioned upon 
continued obedience. Failing this, they forfeited everything na- 
tional, while the covenant with Abraham in regard to the true seed 
remained in force, and is being carried out under the gospel (Deut. 
30 : 15-20 compared with Gal. 3 : 8, 16,17; Rom. 4 : 13, 14). 
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not material or visible, that no imaginary or even real 
difficulties can shake them. Believing this to be true, 
we regard the whole argument founded upon anything 
alleged to be yet due to the Jews as swept away. They 
are no longer heirs. The utmost that can be fairly 
claimed, as to their future, from Rom. 11, is that after 
‘‘ the fulness of the Gentiles be come in’’—not in order 
to it, by any means, but after it—there is reason to 
hope (perhaps believe) that the mass of them will be 
grafted in again into their old olive tree; grafted in, 
however, not to make either the root or the crown, but 
a last and lowly branch brought in through the .** mercy” 
of the Gentiles and by the grace of God. 


CHAPTER VI. 
ERRORS IN CONTRAST. 


Ir is the glory of the gospel that its truths are simple. 
They who run may read. We claim that the doctrine of 
the advent is no exception, as the preceding pages have 
shown. In contrast therewith we notice in this chapter 
some of the tangled errors into which the premillennial 
theory leads its advocates. 

I. There is no King or kingdom as yet. From the 
manger to the inscription on the cross Christ is spoken 
of as ‘‘ King of the Jews.’’ Accepting the title, He 
Himself, with John the Baptist and the apostles, went 
everywhere proclaiming, ‘‘ The kingdom of heaven is 
at hand.’’ While they thus ‘‘ preached the kingdom of 
God,’’ men everywhere were pressing into it. And yet 
at the end of nineteen centuries neither King nor king- 
dom have been seen or known! At His advent He will 
‘* begin” to be King. ‘* David’s throne, or the promised 
kingdom, shall be given to Him at the time of the resti- 
tution of all things, when God shall send Jesus Christ 
from the heaven that now receives Him.’’* All pro- 
phetic and gospel teaching must be twisted into con- 
formity with this idea. 

Il. The gospel dispensation is belittled into a practical 
failure. The Church never has accomplished much, 
and is now in a condition that promises little for herself 


* “ Tsrael and the Church,” p. 121. 
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or for the world. Instead of converting the world, 
‘‘the world has well-nigh converted her. ... The 
members, as a rule, are just as eager in the pursuit of 
money and pleasure and just as dishonorable in their 
practices, and rush to balls and theatres and operas 
with as much avidity as the children of the devil. In- 
fidelity has invaded many of the theological seminaries, 
religious periodicals, and pulpits of Great Britain and 
America, and the most dangerous enemies of the cause 
of Christ are His professed followers. Professors ap- 
pointed to train young men for the ministry are busily 
engaged in mutilating God’s Word.’’?* As the advent 
draws near, in the midst of ‘‘a Christless ecclesiasti- 
cism,”’ ‘* we are to look for universally increasing wicked- 
ness, somewhat analogous to that which brought the 
flood upon the earth. Christ shall be turned out of His 
house, as it were, which will be filled with lukewarm 
and self-satisfied religionists, boasting of their temporal 
prosperity, and having a form of godliness, but denying 
the power thereof. There will be a church left on the 
earth after the rapture of the true church to meet the 
Lord in the air, but it will be the church of the devil, 
preparing the way of the Antichrist, and at length to 
be trodden in the mire as a disgusting whore by the hoof 
of the beast.’’ + At His appearance ‘‘ true faith will well- 
nigh have left the earth.’ { Such are the gloomy views 
these brethren entertain of the present dispensation. At 
its opening a multitude of the heavenly host sang, 
‘* Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, and — 
good will to men ;” and good old Simeon was ready to 
depart in peace because his eyes had seen the great sal- 


* ¢¢ Tsrael and the Church,’’ pp. 194, 195. + Ibid., p. 162. 
t ‘‘ Christocracy,”’ pp. 270, 271. 
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vation, ‘‘ A light to lighten the Gentiles and the glory of 
thy people Israel.’? But these honored brethren have 
not so learned Christ. We are sorry for them. Was 
this the faith in which the apostles entered upon their 
great mission to ‘* make disciples of all the nations’ ? 
Is it the Church of despair which is now laboring for the 
salvation of the world ? 

III. The resurrection is a divided event, long sepa- 
rated in its parts. At the advent all the pious dead, ac- 
cording to some (only part, according to others), will be 
raised and caught up to meet the Lord in the air. This 
is the first resurrection. At the end of the alleged 
millennial period ‘‘ all the unholy dead, and more be- 
sides,’? * will be brought to life. What becomes of 
those who may have been converted meantime, whether 
they will be exempt from natural death, or will be raised 
one by one as soon as buried, or will be omitted entirely, 
does not appear. 

IV. The judgment day also is a prolonged and divided 
period. Beginning with the advent, it ‘‘ will cover the 
whole period denoted by the millennium. The morning 
of that day will be signalized by Christ’s execution of His 
righteous decisions with respect to the lweng.’”? + ‘* Be- 
fore Him shall be gathered all the nations ; in different 
scenes and successively, in their several territories ;’’ for 
‘* why should the population of Europe, Africa, America, 
and the Pacific and Indian isles be transported to Asia 
to be judged ?—a process that, unless accomplished by a 
miracle, would occupy many years, far more, indeed, than 
an ordinary lifetime even of the aged, and demand ex- 
traordinary provisions for the subsistence and shelter of 
those collected at the scene, while the gathering was in 


* “* Christocracy,’’ p. 369. + Ibid., p. 266. 
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progress.” * All thisin ‘‘the morning of that day ;” 
and then ‘‘ the evening will be characterized by a judicial 
sentence pronounced upon the last enemies of Christ 
upon earth—‘ Gog and Magog.’ Our Saviour will also 
then raise up, try, and condemn all the unholy dead. 
The interval between the morning and evening will be 
occupied in carrying on to its completion ‘ the restora- 
tion of all things,’ when Christ and His co-regents shall 
‘inherit the earth,’ and the glory of His power and 
their happiness shall be conspicuous all over it.” + Thus, 
with a lighted candle that seems to make everything as 
plain as daylight to their eyes, these brethren divide up 
and walk through the events of that solemn period al- 
most as though they were matters of history. 
 V. Before, or at, or somehow in connection with the 
advent, the Jews are to be gathered into their native 
land. Premillenarians do not seem to be very clear or 
of one mind as to the time and manner of this gathering. 
We therefore do them no injustice in the above indefi- 
nite terms. As to the fact, however, they agree per- 
fectly. It is one of the polar stars of their theory. To 
this end the ten tribes, though lost to the eye of the 
world for twenty-five centuries, will be found and re- 
habilitated as certainly and as distinctively as the others. 
To them, with the other two, the author of ‘‘ Israel and 
the Church”’ says, the Epistle of James was addressed : 
‘¢ Although they were then, and they are now, unknown 
to men and widely severed from each other among all 
Gentile nations’’ (p. 158). 

Some of them were wandering where they probably 
had not even heard the name of Jesus, and others were 
blaspheming it daily ; and yet the apostle tenderly says 
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to them: ‘‘ My brethren, have not the faith of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, the Lord of glory, with respect of per- 
sons !’ ‘* They are nearing home at last, and soon they 
shall sing the song of degrees, or the song of the ascent, 
or the song of going up after centuries of painful exile’” 
(p. 159). But ‘* they will be restored, partially at least, 
to their own land in unbelief, before the second advent 
of Christ” (p. 106). 

VI. When gathered they will still be found in un- 
belief, and will be subject to terrible judgments for their 
sins. ‘* At the time of the Lord’s appearing in their be- 
half the Jews will be largely gathered in their own 
land, offering a form of worthless worship in their 
temple,* . . . and exposing themselves to condign pun- 
ishment by their unbelief and sin.” + ‘* The closing 
days of Israel’s troubled history will be darker and 
stormier than any that have preceded. The great mass 
of the Jews will be as the great mass at present—un- 
believing, materialistic, and atheistic. They must pass 
through a sore tribulation—nay, an unparalleled tribula- 
tion, before they stand upon the mount of deliverance 
amid the splendors of millennial glory.’’ { Concerning 
this period of their history, and as expressive of his be- 
lief, the same author quotes Zech. 13:8, 9: ‘‘ It shall 
come to pass, that in all the land, saith the Lord, two 
parts shall be cut off and die; but the third part shall be 
left therein. And I will bring the third part through the 
fire, and will refine them as silver is refined, and will try 
them as gold is tried : they shall call on my name, and I 
will hear them: I will say, It is my people: and they 


* The temple must therefore be rebuilt before the advent, and yet 
these brethren are expecting Him any day or hour! 
+ ‘‘ Israel and the Church,”’ p. 106. ¢ Ibid., p. 109. 
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shall say, The Lord is my God” (p. 107). On another 
page (114), He says: ‘‘ When the storm cloud of God’s 
righteous wrath shall have burst upon unbelieving and 
guilty Israel, and equally upon unbelieving and guilty 
Christendom, then shall come the millennial kingdom of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.’? Such are the terrible judg- 
ments awaiting ‘* gathered Israel.’’ All nations shall be 
gathered ‘‘ against Jerusalem to battle ; and the city shall 
be taken, and the houses rifled, and the women ravished, 
and half of the city shall go forth into captivity, and the 
residue shall not be cut off from the city.” 

VII. To bring this ‘‘ residue’ into the kingdom, and 
for their special benefit, the very terms of salvation will 
be reversed. ‘‘ Redemption by grace for the Church, 
and redemption by power through judgment for Israel, 
Christ, of course, being the only Redeemer, and His 
blood the ransom price in either case... . With the 
Church it is first faith, and then sight ; with Israel tirst 
sight, then faith.’? ‘* While the Church has been grad- 
ually and slowly formed for more than eighteen hundred 
years, and can increase only through the addition of its 
members one by one, Israel as a body or nation will be 
converted in a day.” * Jor the present there is no dif- 
ference between the Jew and the Gentile, but this state 
of things will be reversed when the Lord comes. Those 
who reject Him to the bitter (blessed ?) end shall have 
far better terms—some of them, at least. They shall be 
forced into the kingdom. 

VIII. For these favored ones the old sacrificial system 
and the former modes of worship, which neither the 
‘* fathers’? nor the apostles ‘‘ were able to bear,”’ will be 
restored, in part at least, if notin whole. Their principle 
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of interpretation, if carried out legitimately, would un- 
doubtedly lead premillenarians to believe in the revival 
of the entire Jewish ritual ; for where do they learn that 
any part, or what part, is to be admitted in the new king- 
dom? If the Jew has anything under the old régume, 
he has everything. There is no middle ground or half- 
way house in the process. For once, however, to their 
credit be it said, these brethren do seem to hesitate here. 
To swallow the whole is too much for their faith. They 
therefore speak in vague, apologetic terms about ‘‘ some 
of the sacrifices and ceremonies’’ being restored. These 
‘* will be memorial, eucharistic, and symbolical ;’ but 
they will not be offered all over the world: only in Je- 
rusalem ; and the Gentile nations will observe them only 
‘‘ when they, by their representatives, visit the city of 
the Great King.” Thus, without the least trouble, the 
whole matter is arranged.* 

IX. ‘* When the millennial age shall have passed away, 
the world will behold another series of important events 
before the final consummation of everlasting happiness 
for the race.” + Enumerating these ‘‘ important events”’ 
with great particularity, through some twenty pages, the 
same author, in another connection (p. 175), tells us that 
at the close of the millennial dispensation ‘‘ Satan and his 
hosts of angels and men shall be shut up forever in pun- 
ishment ; the world, recovered from all physical evil, 
shall be regenerated ; the human race, by means of the 
second Adam, shall regain the image of God, with the 
dominion originally attached. The heavenly state shall 
again invest the earthly place of man’s habitation. The 
world shall again be pronounced very good. All creation 
shall shine in her pristine glory. Man regenerate shall 
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realize the second publication of the original command, 
‘Be fruitful, and multiply, and replenish the earth and 
subdue it, and have dominion.’ Generation upon gen- 
eration of a holy and happy race shall multiply forever 
and ever; all saved, all rescued. This will be the un- 
speakably glorious result of the atonement, whose blessed 
Author in the midst of them shall see the ‘ travail of 
His soul and be satisfied ;’ and the world of God’s 
workmanship repaired, and set a-going as at first, shall 
roll on forever and ever, amid joy unspeakable, and full 
of glory.’ * 

Is this heaven? Are these the mansions Jesus has 
gone to prepare for us in the Father’s house? Is this the 
building of God, the house not made with hands, eternal 
in the heavens? We had thought that in the last great 
consummation every saint will have a spiritual body, 
like unto Christ’s glorious body (1 Cor. 15:44; Phil. 
8:21; 1 John 3:2; 1 Thess. 4:17). Will they in 
these spiritual bodies multiply and replenish the earth ? 
Will there be another class through whom this endless 
multiplication shall take place ? Can nothing stagger 
the faith of these brethren in the correctness of their 
principles ? 

We can scarcely forbear to notice, in this connection, 
the spirit in which opinions like the above are set forth. 
Of those who fail to see as He does, the author of 
*‘Tsrael and the Church” speaks as ‘‘ stone blind—no 
use in trying to show them anything, they cannot see in 
noonday light ;”? they are under ‘‘ invincible ignorance 
or invincible prejudice ;’’ they show ‘‘ sad ignorance of 
the Bible and sadder indifference to its teaching.” Even 
the venerable Albert Barnes writes ‘‘ stuff,’’ and the 
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words of Jesus ‘‘ mean nothing,’’ if they do not ‘‘im- 
ply’? what He attaches to them ! 

When it is remembered that probably nineteen twenti- 
eths of the Christian world do not see and understand as 
this brother does, both the modesty and the urbanity of 
utterances like these will fail to appear to the ordinary 
mind. Is itnot a fact that errorists in general are confi- 
dent and arrogant in proportion as they are wrong ? 


CHAPTER VIL. 
REVELATION XX. 


In the progress of this investigation we have not dis- 
covered any such coming or kingdom as premillenarians 
believe in. Both negatively and positively their whole 
theory is shut out. Not only is it not taught, but the 
clearly revealed aspects of the subject utterly exclude it. 
If the positions we have taken be true and scriptural, it 
must be baseless. We have not thought it necessary, 
therefore, to wade through the endless rounds of asser- 
tion, of violent construction, of conjecture or symbolic 
guessing, of self-contradiction, and of disagreement with 
one another with which it is attended.* When the tree 
is cut off at the root, there need be little iDoue Be about 
the branches. 

And yet our work would scarcely be complete without 
some notice of Rev. 20, at once the birthplace and the 
Gibraltar of premillennialism. In common with all 
Bible students, premillenarians excepted, we approach 
this chapter with diffidence and self-distrust. The whole 
book is mysterious, except in the few points where it ex- 
plains itself. If the writer understood it himself (which 
we doubt), no man since his day has been able to ex- 
pound it with any show of absolute certainty. This fact 


* Dr. Charles Hodge (‘‘ Systematic Theology,’’ vol. iii., pp. 865, 
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says : “‘ It seems, therefore, that the torch of the literalist is an ignis 
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is not only a reason for diffidence, but an overwhelming 
argument against making it the basis of a system of truth 
or the criterion for determining the meaning of clear and 
positive scriptures. All that any man can say about a 
large portion of it is simple conjecture. What is pro- 
posed now is rather to show how small a foundation this 
chapter lays for chiliasm than to expound it positively. 

I. In the first place, this famous chapter contains no 
intimation that it has anything to do with the advent in 
any sense. Immediately after the thousand years and 
the ‘‘ little season’’ of Satanic activity is to come the 
general resurrection and the judgment (verses 11-15). 
On our theory, the advent may and will come in here, as 
it is elsewhere associated with these events. But where 
is the evidence, in the passage itself, or anywhere else, 
that in the beginning of this millennial period He will 
come in person to set up His throne in Jerusalem ? Not 
a hint of this kind is given. To say the best of it, there- 
fore, the assertion of such an advent is a conjecture. 

II. The passage itself, in our judgment, does not 
teach that the thousand years will be a period of univer- 
sal righteousness. Verses 7, 8,9 seem to imply that 
when ‘‘ Satan shall be loosed out of his prison”. he will 
find ‘‘ Gog and Magog’’ (whoever these are—not saints 
or Christian nations or peoples, we think) ‘‘in the four 
quarters of the earth,” scattered everywhere, whom he 
will flatter and deceive to their ruin. On the face of 
the record this seems to be a fair conclusion ; and it is 
strengthened, if not confirmed, by the facts, (1) that the 
Old Testament represents them as the enemies of God, 
and (2) that, according to the New Testament, the tares 
and the wheat are to grow together until ‘‘ the harvest, 
. . . the end of the world.” 

’ On the theory of universal righteousness during the 
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thousand years, when Satan is released he will find a 
regenerated race covering the earth; Gog and Magog, 
all peoples, the children of the kingdom, having long 
known and enjoyed the blessing and the glory of the 
millennial reign. Out among these he will go, and in 
‘* a little season’’ will stir up a great host, ‘‘ as the sand 
of the sea,’’ to an exterminating war against the Lord of 
glory ; will bring them to compass ‘‘ the camp of the 
saints and the beloved city,’’ where they will meet their 
awful fate. Well, there may be such a defection as 
this, but we do not believe it. These deceived nations 
will not be fadlen saints or their descendants, but unbe- 
lieving people who have never known the King. In 
other words, the thousand years will not be a period of 
universal righteousness, but of mixed good and evil. 
Any theory of the millennium which overlooks or denies 
this is, in our judgment, a delusion ; and any argument 
beginning with or resting upon a contrary assumption is 
necessarily fallacious. 

Jif. Take the passage literally, and it can be just as 
easily and as plausibly interpreted on our theory as on 
that of our premillenarian brethren. Our theory is, that 
whatever triumph the gospel is to have and whatever 
repression of Satan is to take place for its success are to 
be realized under the present dispensation. If Satan is 
to be bound literally, why not under this dispensation as 
well as another, especially since the passage itself says 
nothing about any other? We are living under a dis- 
pensation of which it is said, ‘‘ For this purpose the Son 
of God was manifested ”’ (not zs to be manifested), ‘‘ that 
He might destroy the works of the devil’? (1 John 
3:8). Why may we not expect the triumph now as 
well as under another dispensation of which there is no 
mention? If the martyrs are to live and reign with 
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Christ a thousand years, why not in connection with the 
preaching of the gospel, when all the angels are minister- 
ing spirits to the heirs of salvation, as well as under a 
supposititious future reign? Take these things literally, 
and they are just as feasible and plausible for us as for 
chiliasts. 

IV. Other portions of this mysterious book, not to 
speak of other portions of Scripture which are clear and 
unequivocal, seem to indicate that this dispensation is 
to be final, and that under it, therefore, all these things 
are to occur. [or example, in the preceding chapter 
(19 : 7, 8) the Bride, the Lamb’s wife, is represented as 
‘‘made ready for the marriage, arrayed in fine linen, 
clean and white.’’ In Eastern countries it was not the 
custom for the groom to come and array his bride, but 
to find her in her beautiful garments when he arrived. 
The very comparison, therefore, distinctly implies that 
when our Lord comes He will find His Church “ all 
glorious within: her clothing of wrought gold... in 
raiment of needlework’’ (Ps. 45 : 13, 14), and ‘‘ so shall 
He greatly desire her beauty.” Again, in chapter 
14 : 6, an angel is seen flying ‘‘in the midst of heaven 
and having the everlasting gospel to proclaim.’? This is 
to continue until ‘‘ the harvest of the earth is ripe,’? when 
the sickle will be thrust in to reap. This is the order of 
the kingdom. Hence to the very last ‘‘ the Spirit and 
the Bride say, Come. And Jet him that heareth say, 
Come. And let him that is athirst come. And who- 
soever will, let him take the water of life freely’’ (Rev. 
22:17). Thus is the gospel of the Apocalypse in per- 
fect harmony with all that precedes it. One voice, one 
invitation, one condition of salvation—alike for all from 
beginning to end. 

We have not ventured upon a positive exposition of 


80 THE COMING OF THE LORD, 


this vision, for the reason that we do not feel competent 
to the task. Enough has been said, however, to show 
that it neither lays a foundation for premillennialism 
nor contradicts, but rather falls in with the plain and 
obvious teaching of other scriptures. Thus the three 
main props of chiliasm give way. There is no such 
coming as it claims. There is no such future for the 
Jew as it alleges. There is no such millennium as it 
predicates. What foundation remains ? 


CHARTER VIL 
CONCLUSION. 


In closing, it is but proper to notice briefly the practi- 
cal bearing of the subject as it has been presented. To 
the individual believer and to the Church at large it is 
in the highest degree animating and comforting. To 
both alike it brings Jesus inexpressibly and constantly 
near, according to His parting promise, ‘* Lo, I am with 
you alway.’’ Instead of leaving us to wait in uncertain 
longing expectancy—an expectancy that never yet has 
been realized to any one of His followers—instead of a 
prolonged agonizing orphanage like this, He has come to 
the believing soul and Church, and comes nearer and 
nearer every day according to our faith. Every saint 
has in his personal experience an epitome of the whole 
subject—Christ ‘‘ revealed ’’ in his conversion, Christ 
coming to him time after time in providential dealing 
and spiritual favor, and finally ‘‘ coming again’’ in per- 
son to receive him to Himself. To every generation, 
like that of the Saviour’s day, all these things have been 
fulfilled ; and the fulfilment is blessed beyond expression. 

Far be it from us, therefore, to detract anything from 
the ‘‘ power of His coming,” which our brethren so 
fondly magnify. Nay, verily, we magnify it more than 
they. Our greatest objection to their theory is that, 
while they misinterpret the Scripture as to the true 
nature of [lis coming, they at the same time (uninten- 
tionally, of course) weaken, if they do not destroy, the 
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power of it. With them it is prospective only and pos- 
sibly far removed. After vainly waiting for nearly two 
millenniums, there may be still as many centuries of un- 
realized hope before them. With us it is present and 
real all the while. ‘‘’The world seeth me no more: but 
ye see me.’? Wesup with Him, and He with us. He 
guards His flock and leads it forward by His real pres- 
ence. Under the former dispensation a present Jehovah 
working in them and for them was their glory and their 
strength. Much more is all this true and intensified 
under the Christian economy ; and going forward in this 
spirit, what is there that the Church or the believer can- 
not do? All things are ours. Instead, therefore, of 
vainly looking for another dispensation, which, in some 
degree at least, is to supersede faith by rendering things 
visible, and to supplant the Holy Spirit’s work by some 
other kind of power, let us rather glory in the things 
now freely given. Weare notalone. We ‘can do all 
things through Christ which strengtheneth’ us. Any 
theory which contravenes this by putting Him off the 
throne and teaching that the present is mainly a witness- 
bearing age is, in our judgment, at war with the spirit of 
the gospel, and, in the very midst of the fight, adapted 
to paralyze the right arm of the Church. It was the sin 
and ruin of Israel that she put far from her her almighty 
King. Equally fatal will it be to us if we dethrone our 
King. While science and philosophy in the hands of 
some are trying to put God out of His universe, let it be 
the mission of the Church to bring Jesus, the Creator 
and Upholder of all things, more and more within the 
view of human faith. And let us never doubt for a 
moment that, as the wearied dove, finding no resting- 
place for her feet, came back to the ark, so science and 
philosophy, unable to supersede the Bible or find a rest- 
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ing-place for the soul of man, will eventually bow at the 
feet of Jesus, in perfect harmony with the blood-bought 
Church, confessing that He is Lord of all to the glory of 
God the Father. 

On the other hand, the views presented are equally 
full of warning and terrer to the wicked. Jesus reigns ; 
and He will quickly come to every unfaithful soul, 
Church, and nation. There is no ‘‘ perhaps” or ‘* may”’ 
or ‘* possibly near’’ to deaden the fearful reality. It is 
as certain as the revolving of the planets; and within 
the horizon of their earthly life. When or how, no one 
can say. It may be oft-repeated in providential visita- 
tions. It may be once and suddenly in some terrible 
overthrow or calamity. It may be in sickness, famine, 
pestilence, war, or death. But come He will. To all, 
this reigning Jesus ever ‘‘ stands before the door.’’ Not 
one has escaped Him of all the ages past, nor is it pos- 
sible for any to avoid Him in time to come. If they 
repent, they shall fall into the company of the faithful, 
and be dealt with accordingly. But if they repent not, 
‘* He will quickly come and fight against them with the 
sword of His mouth.”’ 

And finally when invitations and warnings are to 
cease—when the gospel dispensation is ready to be wound 
up, He will appear in person, *‘ with His mighty angels, 
in flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not 
God, and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus 
Christ : who shall be punished with everlasting destruc- 
tion from the presence of the Lord, and from the glory 
of His power: when He shall come to be glorified in 
His saints, and to be admired in all them that believe in 
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By Joun T. Demarest, D.D. A thorough work. 8vo, 650 pp., $2-00. 


CoMMENTARY ON Exopuvus. 
A Critical and Exegetical Commentary, with a new translation by JAMES G. 
Mourpnpy, D.D. New Unabridged Edition, with Preface and Notes by John 
Hall, D.D. 2vols., paper, 233 pp., $1 00; 1 vol., cloth, $1.50. 


CoMMENTARY ON LUKE, 
with Critical and Homiletical Notes. By W. H. VAN DOREN, D.D. Edited by 
Prof. James Kernahan, London. 4 vos., paver, 1,104 pp. (Stancard Series, 
octavo, Nos. 54-57), $3.00; 2 vols., 8vo, cloth, $3.75. 


CoMMENTARY ON THE NEw TRSTAMENT, 
See MryEeR’s Commentaries. 
See also BuTLER’s *‘ Bible Work.’’ 


CoMMENTARIES ON LUKE, JOHN AND Romans. 
See GODET’s Commentaries. 


CoMPANION TO THE REVISED New TESTAMENT. 
Explaining the reason fcr the changes made in the Authorized Version. By 
ALEX. RoBerts, D.D., member of the English Revision Committee, with Sup- 
plement by a member of the American Committee. Authorized Edilion. 8vo, 
117 pp., paper, 25 cents; 16mo, “13 pp., cloth, 75 cents. 


CoMPANION TO THE ReviseD New TESTAMENT. 
Contributions to a New Revision; or, a Critical Companion to the New Testa- 
ment. By Rosrerr Youne, D.D., LL.D. 12mo, 392 pp., cloth, 75 cents. 


CoMPEND oF Baptism. 
The cream of the literature on the Baptism Controversy. Its aim is, by brief 
but exhaustive exegesis, to elucidate and establish the fact clearly that affusion 
is at least as classical and scriptural a mode of Baptism as immersion, and 
that infants are entitled to it as toeir biblical right. By Wi~uiam HamixtTon, 
DD. 12mo, 390 pp., cloth, price, 75 cents. 


ComPLETE PREACHER. 
A Sermonic Magazine. Containing about one hundred sermons in full, by 
many of the greatest preachers in this and other countries in the various 
denominations, 3 vol., 8vo, cloth, each $1.50; the set, $4.00. 


CONVERSION OF CHILDREN. 
Can it be Effected? How Young? Willthey Remain Steadfast? What means 
to he Used? When to be Received and how Trained in the Church? ky R&y. 
E. P. Hammonn, the Children’s Evangelist. Should be studied by all lovers 
and teachers of children. Paper, 3U cents; cloth, 75 cents. 


CYCLOPEDIA OF QUOTATIONS. 
The Cyclopedia of Practical Quotations, English and Latin, with an Appendix, 
containing Proverbs from the Latin and Modern Languages: Law and 
Ecclesiastical Terms and Significations; Names, Dates and Nationality of 
Quoted Authors, etc., with Copious Indices. Contains 17,000 classified quota- 
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tions and 59,000 lines of Concordance. By J. K. Hoyt and ANNAL WARD. 
ea, 8v0, 900 pp., cloth, $5.00; sheep, $6.50; half mor., $8. 00; full mor., 
The Only Standard Book of Quotations. Invaluable to Statesman, Lawyer, Editor, 
Public Speaker, Teacher or General Reader, 
*‘ Tt will be a help and a pleasure to many.’’—WVoah Porter D.D., LL.D., Pres. Yale 
College. 
“ The best book of quotations which I have seen.”—Hon. Samuel J. Randall, Washe 
ington. 
“It is the most complete and best work of the kind with which I am acquainted.”—~ 
Geo. F. Edmunds, U. 8. Senator. 
*- The completeness of its indices is simply astonishing.”——Hon. Abram S. Hewitt. 
** A most serviceable companion.”—-George W. Curtis. 
“ The most complete and accurate book of the kind.”—Gen. Stewart L. Woodford. 
‘* A work that should be in every library.’’—Maj.-Gen. Geo. B. McClellan. 
** Can hardly failto be a very successful and favorite yolume.”—-Henry W. Long- 
fellow. 
* Its variety and fullness and the completeness of its index givesit rare yalueto the 
scholar.”— Wendell Phillips. 


DancE oF Mopern Socrery. 
By WILLIAM CLEAVER WILKINSON. Revised Edition. A work that will prove 
invaluable to pastors who are called to deal with this subject. The question 
of amusements is a perplexing one to ministers. They will hail a vigorous, 
thorough, and courageous treatment of the question. Cloth, 60 cents. 
Harper’s Magazine: ‘The most pungent attack on the modern dance we have ever 
Tread.” 
Baptist Quarterly: “If there is in our language any better discussion of the subject, 
we should be glad to have it pointed out. ’” 


Derrems Brrtrupay Boor. 
Selections from the Writings of Rev. CHARLES F. DEEmMs, D.D., LL D., Pastor 
of the Church of Strangers, New York. Arranged by SaRAH KEABLES HUNT. 
With a fine portrait of Dr. Deems. Cloth, $1.00; gilt edges, $1.25. 


Diary oF A MINISTER'S WIFE. 
By AtMEDIA M. Brown. (Complete Edition.) 8vo, paper, 30 cents; cloth, 
handsomely bound, $1.50. 


Divorce QuEsTIon, THE - 
By Rev. SaMvuEeL W. Dick. 12mo, cloth, $1.25. 

The author is admitted by eminent judges to be the best qualified person in the 
country to discuss this great problem; and he does it in this work with great thorough- 
ness and ability, in the light of its facts, causes and tendencies, and with special refer. 
ence to its relation tothe Family. Itisatimely and powerful book. (In press.) 


Droit Book 1n Vocant CuLtTuRE AND GESTURE. 
By Pror. Epwarp P. THwina. (Staxth Edition.) 12mo, paper. 115 pp., 25 cents. 


Earty Days or CHRISTIANITY. 
By Canon Farrar, D.D., F.R.S. This standard work needs no commendation. 
Printed from imported plates without abridgment. Paper and press work 
excellent. Substantially bound in brown or green cloth. <Awthorized Lditivn. 
8vo, cloth, 75 cents; paper, 40 cents. 


EASTERN PROVERBS AND EMBLEMS. 
Illustrating Old Truths. Selected from over 1,000 volumes, some very rare, 
and to be consulted only in libraries in India, Russia, and other parts of the 
Continent, or in the British Museum. All areclassified undersubjects This 
book is a rich storehouse of emblems and proverbs. By Rry. A. LoNG, mem- 
ber of the Bengal Asiatic Society. 8vo, 280 pp., cloth, $1.00. 


EscHaToLoGy. 
The Theocratic Kingdom of our Lord Jesus the Christ, as covenanted in the 
Old, and presented in the New Testament. By Rev. G.N. H. Perers, A.M. 
An exhaustive work on Eschatology from the pre-millenarian standpoint. In 
8 large vols., 8vo, cloth, $3.00 each, 
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From Gioom To GLADNESS. 
Illustrations of Life from the Biography of Esther. By JosrpH S. Van Dyxx, 
DD. A companion book to‘ Through the Prison to the Throne.” Rich in 
suggestive and practical thoughts. 16mo, 254 pp., cloth, $1.00. 


GATHERED LAMBS. 
Showing how Jesus ‘‘ the Good Shepherd ”’ laid down His life for us, and how 
many little Lambs have been gathered into His fold. By Rrv. EDWARD PAYSON 
Hammond. 12mo,176pp., paper, 10 cents; cloth, 40 cents. 


Germs oF ILLUSTRATION. 
From the writings of Dr. THomss GururiEg, classified and arranged. A valu- 
able book for clergymen and all publicteachers. Second Edition. 8vo,196pp., 
cloth, $1.50. 

GILEAD; 
or, the Vision of All Souls’ Hospital. An Allegory. By Rev. J. Hyatr Smrru. 
Revised Edition. 12mo, cloth, 350 pp., $1.00. 


GosPEL oF Marx. 
From the Teacher’s Edition of the Revised New Testament, with Harmony of 
the Gospels, List of Lessons, Maps, etc. Paper, 15 cents; cloth, 50 cents. 


GopE?t’s COMMENTARIES. 
A Commentary on the Gospel of St. Luke. By F. GoprEt, Doctor and Professor 
of Theology, Neufchatel. Translated from the Second French Edition. With 
Preface and Notes by John Hall, D.D. 1vol., 8vo,cloth, $2.50. 


ON THE EPISTLE TO THE ROMANS. 
Translated from the French by Ray. A. Custy, M.A., Edinburgh. The Trans- 
lation Revised and Edited, with an Introduction and Appendix, by Talbot W. 
Chambers, D.D. 1 vol, 8vo, 544 pp., cloth, $3.00, 


On St. Joun’s GOSPEL. 
A new edition of this great work now in preparation by its author, 

Says Prof. Timothy Dwight, after examining Vol. I. of the revised volume Prof. 
Godet has forwarded to us: ‘*It is so greatly revised as to be almost a wholly new 
work.” We-hayve the consent of Prof. Godet to have the work translated and issued in 
America, and have arranged with Prof. Dwight of Yale College to translate the work, 
and to add such notes as he may deem of importance to American students. Prof. 
Godet has a world-wide reputation asa commentator. In 2 large 8yo, vols. The 2d vol. 
will not be ready until 1886. 

*T consider Godet a man of soundest learning and purest orthodoxy.”—Howarp 
Crossy, D.D 

“T consider Godet an admirable commentator for clearness and suggestiveness.”— 
Wma. M. TAYLOR, D.D. 

“‘ Godet’s Commentaries combine the critical and thespiritual, perhaps more effectu- 
ally than any other with which I am acquainted.”—Lyman Apsortr, D.D., Editor 
Christian Union. 

HARVEST AND THE REAPER. 
(Labors of E. P. Hammond.) By Rev. P.C. Heapiey. Large 12mo, $1.50. 


Henry Warp BEECHER. 
A Sketch of his Career, with analysis of his power as a Preacher, Lecturer, 
Orator, and Journalist, and incidents and reminiscences of his Life. By Lyman 
ApBort, D.D. Finely illustrated, 8vo, 600 pp., cloth, $3.00; sheep, $4.50; half 
morocco, $6.00; full morocco, gilt, $7.00; memorial copy, extra fine, $10.00. 


Herogs AND Ho.ipAys. 
Talks and Stories about Heroes and Holidays. Short illustrated lectures to 
Boys and Girls by twenty-one preachers in United States and Great Britain. 
Edited by Rey. W. i. Crarrs. 12mo, 265 pp», cloth, $1.25. 


Hinpu PuiuosoppHy Porpunarty ExPouNnDED; 
or, The Six Orthodox Systems of Hindu Philosophy. By Ram CHANDRA 
Bost. No work exists which presents so complete a view of each of these 
systems, through the medium of extracts from the standard translations of 
the original authors made by learned men, in and out of India. It cannot fail 
to be of eminent use to scholars, and especially to ministers and missionaries, 
anxious to understand Hinduism. 12mo, cloth, $1.50. 
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History or EnanisH Brsrz TRANSLATION. 
Revised and Brought down to the Present Time ye THomas J. CONANT, D.D, 
Member of the Old Testament Revision Committee. A Complete History of 
Bible Revision from the Wickliffe Bible to the Revised Version. 2 vols., paper, 
8vo, 284 pp., 50 cents; 1 yol., Svo, cloth, $1.00. 

History or THE Cross, 
By J. M.SamRwoop, D.D. Large 8vo, 525 pp., on Heavy Paper (Second Edition). 
Price, $2.00. 

* Dr. Sherwood has an intense sympathy with the Person and the Redemption Work 
of Christ, and that Work in its broadest relations in histheme. He has, moreover, 
carefully studied the existing hindrances of every sort to the progress of that work, and 
exposes them with incisive directness and force. In his exhibition, both of the positive 
forms of vital truth and of the obstacles which to-day stand in the way of its effective 
presentation, there are many weighty and helpful suggestions by which the studies of 
thoughtful ministers and laymen may be enriched.”’—J. G. Butler, D.D., author oF 
Butler’s Bible, Work. 

** Asan artist, a scientist, a moralist, a historian as wellasa theologian, Dr. Sherwood 
has treated his subject with admirable skill. His train of thought is as clear as a sun- 
beam, and, like a ray of sunshine, it illuminates everything that comes within its 
range.’’—Dr. Holme in Homiletic Monthly. 

“* We thank God that so able and profound a work, conceived upon definite orthodox 
lines, and aiming at the exaltation of our Lord Jesus Christ, has appeared in these last 
days.”’—Lpiscopal Recorder. 

‘© We consider it, as a whole, worthy of a high place in the religious literature of our 
times. It willbe read with profit, not only by the living generation, but by many that 
are to come after.”—New York Evangelist. 

**T read the book by sections, and am more and more interested in it. It is sound, 
spiritual and stimulating. I know books that are very pious and very stupid; but in 
this I find the clearest faith and hope of the believer set before him in fresh and inspir- 
ing phases; Igetfromit themes for sermons and quickenirg for devotion. I would 
like to have every student for the ministry read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest the 
‘ History of the Cross.’ ’—Arthur 7, Pierson, D.D., Philadelphia. 

Historica LicHts; 
or, Six thousand extracts from Standard Histories, and Biographies, illustrat- 
ing twenty thousand topics; especially arranged for Ministers, Lecturers, 
Public Speakers, Editors, Lawyers and all who have occasion to use illustra- 
tions drawn from Historical Literature. Compiled by Rey. CHARLES E. LITTLE, 
author of ‘‘ Biblical Lights and Side Lights.” 8vo, about 900 pp., $5.00. 

History oF ENGLAND. 
A Popular History of Society and Government in England from the Earliest 
period to the Present Times. By CHARLES KniaHt. Tables of Contents, In- 
dex, Appendix, Notes and Letterpress unabridged. 8 vols., 4to, paper, 1,370 
pp., $2.80; 2 vols., 4to, cloth, $3.75; 4 vols., $4.40; 1 vol., sheep, $4.00: 2 vols., 
$5.00; 1 vol., Fr. 1m. morocco, $4.50; 2 vols., $25.50. The most complete and 
desirable History of England ever written. The former price of this History 
was $18.00 to $25.00. 

Home AutTar. 


An Appealin Behalfof Family Worship. With Prayers and Hymns for Family 
Use. By Ry. CHARLES FI’, Dems, LL.D., Pastor of the Church of the Strang- 
ers. Third Edition. 12mo, cloth, 75 cents, 


Honty Brees, ' 
containing the ola and New Testaments, Cruden’s Concordance; the Psalms 
in Meter; a Bible Dictionary fully illustrated; a Pictorial History of each of 
the Books o1 the Bible; Biographical Sketches of the Translators and Reform- 
ers; the Lives and Martyrdom of the Apostles and Evangelists; Egyptian, 
Jewish and Biblical Antiquities; Cities of the Bible, with descriptive Sceves 
and Events in Palestine, Biblical Scenery, Manners and Customs of the 
Ancients; Natural History, Religious Denominations, Science and Revelation; 
Temple of Solomon: History of Jewish Worship, etc., etc. Profusely illus- 
trated, elegantly bound. Royal 4to, 1,663 pp. American morocco, raised 
panel, gilt back, $9.00; fine French morocco, antique panel, full gilt, $11.00; 


NEW BOOKS ON THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS : 


History or ENGLISH Brauer TRANSLATION. 
The Popular History of the Translation of the Holy Scriptures into the Eng- 
lish Tongue. With specimens of the Old English Versions. By Mrs. H.C: 
Conant and REy. T. J. Conant, D.D. 8vo, paper, 50 cents; cloth $1.00. 


‘¢ This is the best history of the English translation of the Bible with which we 
are acquainted, and it gives some details respecting both Wycliffe and Tyndale 
not to be found in general histories of the Bible.”’—Christian Union. 


Tur Onpest CourcH Manvat, 
Called “ Teaching of the Apostles,” with illustrations and fac-similes of the 
Jerusalem MS ,and cognate documents. Edited by Purmip Souarr, D.D., LL.D: 
12mo, eloth, price, $2.00. 


* This is the latest and fullest work on this remarkable book recently discov- 
ered by Bryennios, the Metropolitan of Nicomedia. It gives the text of the “ Teach. 
ing ’’ in Greek and English, with a Commentary, and all the cognate documents 
(the Apostolic Church Order, the Coptic Canons, the Seventh Book of the Apos- 
tolic Constitution), with translations, and a number of Chapters of Discussions 
connected with the subject. These chapters give an account of the manuscript 
and its discovery, a sketch of Dr. Bryennios, an analysis of the contents, an esti- 
mate of its theology, and general value. They inquire into the age and author- 
ship of the manuscript, and its relation to similar documents of the first and 
second centuries. The questions of the primitive mode of baptism, and the ad- 
ministration of the Lord’s Supper and Agape receive large attention. Soalsothe 
primitive officers of the church mentioned in the Didache, as Apostles, Prophets, 
Bishops and Deacons. The book is an important contribution to the history of 
the post-Apostolic Age. 

A unique feature of the work is the illustrations and fac-similes of the Jerusa- 
lem Monastery, and the library where the MS. of the Didache was found, two 
pages of the MS. itself (which is now almost inaccessible), and several baptismal 
pictures from the Catacombs. The fac-similes were obtained by friends of the 
author in Constantinople, and have never before been published. The book con- 
tains also an important communication and a letter from Pryennios of Nicomedia, 
the discoverer and first editor of the Didache. 


Tue Prarse Sonas or IsRAEt. 
A new rendering of the Book of Psalms. By JoHN Dk Wirt, D.D., of the 
Theological Seminary, New Brunswick, N. J.,and member of the American 
Old Testament Revision Company. 8vo, cloth, vrice, $1.50. 


A work of rare literary ability and artistic beauty, as the testimonials of some 
of our most distinguished scholars and critics declare. 


Dr. Howard Crosby says: ‘‘Dr. John De Witt has prepared a translation of 
the Psalms, which is the happy result of accurate scholarship and esthetic taste. 
The signification and poetry are both preserved. His treatment of the Hebrew 
tenses (as they are called) relieves the text from much obscurity, and his rhyth- 
mical English isin full accord with the poetry of the Psalmist. It is not too much 
to say that this is the best translation of the Psalmsin the English language. It 
is better than any commentary for the general reader.” 


Dr. T. W. Chambers says in the Christian Intelligencer: **The work not only 
does great credit to thescholarship and taste of the author, but promises to be 
of very great usefulness. It furnishes the cheapest, most convenient, andin some 
respects best, commentary on the Psalms which an English reader can desire, 
because it gathers up and presents the results of all criticism up to our day, 
fused aud arranged by a vigorous and independent mind, familiar with the sub- 
ject and in entire sympathy with its purport and aim.” 


BOOKS ON THE “REVISED VERSION :” 


REVISED VERSION OF TLE OLD TESTAMENT. 
Official Oxford and Cambridge Edition. Price $1.00. 


Apart from the desirability of replacing the Authorized (King James) Version 
with this, the Revised Version, it is claimed, and not without good reason, that 
the Revised Version will prove the very best commentary upon the old version To 
all clergymen, Sunday-school teachers and Bible readers, the revised Bible will be 
found indispensable to a clear and reliable interpretation of Scripture. 

The $1.00 edition is compact and clearly printed. The size is 4x54 inches. 


CoMPANION TO THE REVISED OLD TESTAMENT. 
Showing the leading changes made by the Revisers, and the reasons for 
making them. By TauBoT W. CHAMBERS, D.D. 12mo, cloth, $1.00, 


Dr. Chambers was a most valued member of the Revision Committee, and is, 
besides, a ripe and accomplished scholar and Biblical critic. Moreover, he is 
thoroughly trustworthy, conscientious and painstaking in all his literary work. 


«The Companion to the Revised Old Testamen’” discusses the need of a re- 
vision, and the method of making it; then considers the original text of the Oid 
Testament, and follows this with a mention of the changes made, and the reasons 
for making them, from Genesis to Malachi, and concludes with a list of the Old 
Testament Revisers, British and American, and their Bibliography. 

The work will be timely and welcome to all who purchase and desire to under- 
stand and appreciate the merits of the Old Testament Revision. 


CoMPANION To THE REVISED NEw TESTAMENT. 
Explaining the reason for the changes made in the Authorized Version. By 
Arex. RoBERts, D.D., member of the English Revision Committee, with Sup- 
plement by a member of the American Committee. Authorized Edition. 8vo, 
117 pp., paper, 25 cents; 16mo, 213 pp., cloth, 75 cents. 


The New York Examiner and Chronicle says: ‘‘ It is very valuable, giving needed 
facts as to the causes of the different readings which have sprung up in the 
Scriptures, and the grounds upon which the changes in the present Revised Ver- 
sion have been made, 


Tue Revisers’ ENGLisH. 
ASeries of Criticisms, showing the Revisers’ violations of the Laws of the Lan- 
guage. By G. WasHtNGTON Moon, F.R.S.L., author of ‘‘The Dean’s Eng- 
lish,” etc. 12mo, cloth, 75 cents. 


*« There can be no question that Mr. Moon has dealt the heaviest of all blows 
yet given to the English of the Revisers.’’—The Revisionist. 


**Mr. Moon’s criticisms upon the Revisers’ English seem to us very searching 
and very just.” —The Homilisé, 


Revisep New Testament. (Teacher’s Edition.) 
With New Index and Concordance, Harmony of the Gospels, Maps, Parallel 
Passages in full,and many other Indispensable Helps. All most carefully 
prepared. Price, in cloth, $1.50. Other prices, from $2.50 to $10.00, 
Christian Union: ** This is the best.”’ 
Presbyterian Journal : ** The complete edition.’’ 
Rev. Dr. McCosh: * Admirably suited to teachers.” 


ANnatyTIcaL CoNcORDANCE To 8,000 CHANGES IN THE RezvisED NEW 
TESTAMENT, 

By Rosprrr Youne, D.D., LL.D., author of Young’s Concordance to the Bible, 

etc. Svo, 24 pp., price, paper, 40 cents. 12mo., 72 pp., price, paper, 40 cents. 
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